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INTRODUCTION
       I have great respect for the Old Testament Law which I refer to as the Law of Moses or Mosaic Law. The Law was given by God through the mediation of Moses. We live in a time when the Law of Moses is sorely abused. Many of us have seen precious Jewish believers in Yeshua (Yeshua is Hebrew for Jesus) become overzealous for keeping the Law and gradually drift into works righteousness.




       The tactic of the anti-missionary is to quote portions of the 18th chapter of Ezekiel which, when taken out of context, seem to teach that a person can be saved by works of the Law. The anti-missionaries say that the animals offered in sacrifice on the altar played a minor role in Israel’s early history and later on the prophets moved beyond it into a teaching of salvation by good moral behavior. They teach that the blood on the altar (Leviticus 17:11) is of only minor significance.

       How foolish! The Aaronic priesthood was no joke. The Temple of Solomon and the daily sacrifices and elaborate rituals were not just window dressing but were central to the Jewish faith. We regard the animal blood sacrifices as prophetic prefigures of the atoning death of Messiah - something the anti-missionaries want Jewish believers to deny. The anti-missionaries take Ezekiel 18 totally out of context. When you read the later chapters of the book of Ezekiel you clearly see that the temple, priesthood and sacrifices are clearly and unambiguously affirmed.

        The anti-missionaries are quick to quote Micah 6:6-8 which seems to minimize the importance of the animal blood sacrifices and emphasizes the importance of good works. What they ignore to their peril however is that the prophets who came centuries after Micah, especially Haggai and Zechariah in the post-exilic period, directed the rebuilding of the temple so that animal sacrifices could again be offered! This again shows the centrality of substitutionary blood atonement for sin. Good works are important but the Tenach does not teach that a person can earn salvation by good works. Isaiah the prophet wrote: “all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment” (Isaiah 64:6 NASB).

       The animal blood sacrifices prefigured the Messiah’s death for our sins. Yeshua took the punishment due to us for our sins upon Himself (Isaiah 53:4-6). The death of Yeshua fulfilled the part of the Law of Moses that commanded the offering up of animals in sacrifice.

       I will show in this book that Yeshua fulfilled not only the animal blood sacrifice system but also fulfilled all of the other commands of the Mosaic Law. Colossians 2:16-17 teaches that the dietary laws (food and drink), festivals, new moon celebrations and Sabbaths are shadows (prophetic prefigurements) but the substance (prophetic fulfillment, spiritual reality) belongs to Messiah. The basic premise of this book is to assert that we must keep the substance and not the shadow. We must keep the present spiritual reality rather than the prior prophetic prefigurement.

       Regarding the Law of Moses, Matthew 5:18 says “one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled” yet Hebrews 7:12 says “For the priesthood being changed, there is made of necessity a change also of the law.” Obviously then, the “all be fulfilled” occurred sometime between Mt 5:18 and Hebrews 7:12. That “all be fulfilled” is none other than the sinless life, atoning death and glorious resurrection of Messiah Yeshua. The Law is fulfilled!!! Now we, as followers of Yeshua, “establish the law” (Romans 3:31) by keeping the substance and not the shadow! Romans 7:4 says “But now we have been released from the Law, having died to that by which we were bound, so that we serve in newness of the Spirit and not in oldness of the letter” (NASB).

       What then of the Law? Is the Law a mere history lesson or just a list of Jewish customs? No! The Law is a blueprint for the walk by the Spirit. The Law is an extremely valuable prophetic picture (shadow) of how we are to follow Messiah (spiritual reality). Every one of the 613 commands of the Law of Moses has its specific fulfillment in Messiah and we walk in the fulfillment reality and not in the literal content of the commands. This book explains how we are to walk in the spiritual reality typified by the Sabbath, tithing, dietary laws, etc.

       Objections to the above stated view based on a false interpretation of Acts 21, a wrong eschatological understanding of Ezekiel’s temple (Ezekiel chapters 40-44) and a misunderstanding of how Gentiles keep the Feast of Tabernacles in the future (Zechariah 14)  are rebutted and a correct understanding of these issues is given in this book.

       Voluntary observance of the literal Law of Moses is permissible and even encouraged. Many believers, both Jew and Gentile, rest each Sabbath. This is especially necessary if one is living in Israel or involved in evangelism among Jews but such literal Sabbath observance is not mandatory.

       As to the matter of Replacement Theology, this author maintains that the church does not replace Israel! Romans 11:28 teaches that the physical Jew is “beloved for the sake of the fathers” (NASB). God affirms a special love for literal, physical Jews  who are descended from Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. The Jewish believers in Yeshua maintain their Jewish identity by voluntary (not mandatory) observance of Jewish customs and laws. Israel has a right to her land within secure borders in the Middle East. The Law is a shadow but the Jews are not. The Jews are a distinct people to whom specific promises are made.  

       This book gives the reader a correct understanding of how Jewish and Gentile believers in Yeshua relate to the Law of Moses. A correct understanding of the Old Testament Law answers a multitude of questions ranging from the daily walk of the believer to the political conundrums of the Middle East.

       I pray that you the reader will enjoy this book and find its truth both challenging and liberating. I humbly set it before you by the grace of God.

                                                                                           William P. Nugent

                                                                                           August 5, 2003
CHAPTER ONE


THE TEACHINGS AND LIFE EXAMPLES OF THE APOSTLES REGARDING THE LAW

         The apostles, especially Paul, had a great deal to say about the Law of Moses and how it is to be applied.  The apostles’ teachings are also reflected in their lifestyles as recorded in the book of Acts and in the epistles.  The apostles not only taught but also lived out their teachings before men.  The context of how these men lived their lives yields great insight into how they themselves understood their teaching and how they expected us to understand their teaching on the Old Testament Law.  Let’s begin with a study of Paul the apostle.


PAUL

Galatians 1:11-12 says “But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man.  For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but [I received it] by the revelation of Jesus Christ.”  Paul received apostolic revelatory insight into the Law, Psalms and Prophets.  What Paul received did not in any way contradict the Old Testament scriptures but gave added insight into these scriptures.  There were many questions that needed to be answered.  Paul sought for answers to questions such as “Why did Messiah die and then be resurrected?”, “How do we receive the benefits of Messiah’s sacrificial work of suffering and death for our sins?”, “How do we identify with and receive the benefits of Messiah’s resurrection?” and “Am I still obligated to keep the Law of Moses?”  Perhaps it was during his sojourn in Arabia or maybe it was after his return to Tarsus in Cilicia that the Holy Spirit began to lead Paul into deep revelation on these matters.

The foundational truths of Paul’s apostolic revelation of the gospel deal with the application of covenant law.  The Law of Moses was given as part of a covenant between God and Israel.  Mosaic Law is therefore to be applied according to the principles of covenant law.  In recent decades there has been a great deal of teaching about blood covenant and how the scriptures can be better understood when keeping in mind their covenant context.

The way a blood covenant worked was simply this: two family heads (or covenant representatives) would agree to a certain list of rules that they and their families would keep forever.  The covenant might be to honor the set boundaries of each other’s land, or to establish an important business agreement or something else of significance.  After the death of the family heads, their sons were expected to honor the covenant.  After their sons were gone, the grandsons must honor the covenant and so on.  In this way the covenant was perpetual. A good example in the Bible of such a covenant is contained in Genesis 26:26-31 in which Isaac and Abimelech made a covenant to not harm each other. 

            To break the covenant was a very serious thing because the covenant had been sealed with blood oaths and curses on any party who would dare to break the covenant.  A covenant breaker was also called a truce breaker.  A truce breaker was subject to public disdain.  Business agreements and contracts could be carried out with remarkable smoothness and continuity in ancient times when covenant law was practiced and a man stood by his word to perform it.  Blood covenant is still practiced in many lands in Asia and Africa to this day.

The stipulations or obligations of a covenant are binding on a man as long as he lives.  Once the man dies he is freed from his obligations under the covenant.  In the same way a marriage can be considered as a covenant between a man and a woman and is valid only until death.  We see therefore that death is the only thing that abolishes or makes null and void a covenant.  We saw earlier that a business covenant would become null and void for the family heads when they died, but would continue to bind their sons and their sons’ sons.  But what if the sons’ sons died and left no descendants, either sons or daughters?  In such a case that blood covenant which was properly made with all its ceremony and blood sacrifice and oaths and curses and listing of covenant obligations and token cutting of the body, etc. would all be null and void.

With this understanding of covenant law in mind we can understand the foundation of Paul’s revelation from God.  God showed Paul the all encompassing nature of Messiah’s life, death and resurrection.  Paul pondered the full meaning of the ministry of the suffering Messiah.  He wondered how it could be that the death of Messiah could deliver us from the penalty of sin and indeed, deliver us from the power of sin itself.  God answered Paul in a spectacular way.  I say spectacular because Paul’s revelation turned the religious world upside down.  Without Paul’s revelation we would have very little understanding of God’s ways in dealing with sin and we would have little understanding of how to live in proper covenant relationship with God.

If I may be so bold, let me summarize Paul’s revelation in one verse: “one died for all, therefore all died” (2 Cor. 5:14 NASB).  Since all died, all are released from all obligations under all old covenants between God and man.  All Jewish believers are released from all obligations under the Sinaitic Covenant.  That covenant was made before we died with Messiah.  Our death with Him nullified our obligations under that covenant.  Now we are obligated to keep the New Covenant.  The death of Messiah and our death with Him ratified and instituted the New Covenant in Messiah.

PAUL TAUGHT THAT WE DIED TO THE LAW

The death of one or both parties is the only thing that can abolish a covenant.  Death also is the only thing that can free us from sin.  We read in Romans 6:7 “he that is dead is freed from sin.”  In Romans 7:1&6 Paul makes a direct statement to the effect that we (Jew and Gentile) have died to the Law and are released from it.  “The law has jurisdiction over a person as long as he lives . . . But now we (Paul includes himself) have been released from the Law, having died to that by which we were bound, so that we serve in newness of the Spirit and not in oldness of the letter” (NASB).  Romans 7:4 says that we were “made to die to the Law through the body of Christ” (NASB).  How could it be stated any clearer than this?

The disciples of Messiah were eyewitnesses to the fact that Messiah died and was resurrected but it took an apostolic revelation from God to Paul to show that all of us also were made to die and be raised up with Messiah.  This is why Paul’s writings are unique and reflect a very deep wisdom.  The other apostles also saw the truth contained in Paul’s teaching.  Peter himself in 2 Peter 3:15-16 openly affirmed the wisdom given to Paul and remarked that there were some things Paul wrote that are “hard to be understood.”  Indeed, Peter (who was the apostle to the circumcised) and also the early Jewish believers and even present day Jewish believers find these things hard to understand and accept.  My prayer is that in these end-times, Jewish believers will understand Paul’s full revelation and as a result will enter into a greater realm of freedom and victory.

What did Paul mean when he wrote that “all died”?  What kind of death was it?  Was it spiritual, physical, legal or just symbolic?  What does it mean that since one died for all, therefore all died?  Does it mean that Yeshua’s death is imputed to us or that it “counts” for us?  Or is it more than that, meaning perhaps we really, in some way, did actually die with Him?  To answer these questions we have to understand exactly who Messiah is.  We believe in the deity of Yeshua Messiah. The Son of God is by nature equal with God (John 5:18). Anyone who says that he believes in Yeshua yet does not believe in His Godhood, this person does not truly believe in Yeshua Messiah.  Colossians 1:16-17, speaking of Yeshua says “by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth . . . all things were created by him, and for him: and he is before all things, and by him all things consist.”  The Father created all things through Messiah Yeshua (1 Cor. 8:6; Heb. 1:2).  First Corinthians 8:6 indicates that we exist through Messiah and Colossians 1:17 indicates that we are sustained by Messiah.  Hebrews 1:3 says that Messiah is “upholding all things by the word of his power.”
Messiah is the One who holds all things in their created form.  He summed up all creation in Himself and took it into death and back.  Only Yeshua, the creator and sustainer of all creation, could baptize all creation into death.  No great man or great angel could die for us.  When Messiah our creator died, we all died not only spiritually but also soulically, physically, literally, legally, contracturally, covenantally and in every other way that it is possible to die.  We died with Him and were also raised with Him.  The old creation died with him and was raised up a new creation.

So we see then that our death with Messiah was a very real death.  Since covenants end with death, our death nullified all the covenants that God had previously made with man.  This is why Paul so boldly wrote the following statements: “For He Himself is our peace, who hath made both groups into one, and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances” (Eph. 2:14-15 NASB).  “Through the Law I died to the Law, that I might live to God” (Gal. 2:19 NASB).

            Yeshua abolished the Law in the sense that because He tasted death for us,  we are not under it anymore.  It is “through the Law” that we died to the Law.  The Law condemned us, passed a sentence of death against us and we died. We died with Messiah at His crucifixion. Yeshua fulfilled the Law by keeping it perfectly.  He bore the penalty due us because of our failure to keep it.  He abolished the Law by taking all of us with Him into death.  The Law was fulfilled, man’s side of the covenant was kept in Yeshua and then the Law was abolished.  Now we are released from the Law.  The Law in its literal application is abolished as far as we are concerned.  In Hebrews 7:12 we read that there has been a change of priesthood and a change of the Law.  How can the immutable Law of Moses be changed?  It is because all of creation has been changed from an old creation to a new creation.  A New Covenant has been made with the new creation.  The old creation has been abolished as has also the Old Covenant.

The two sacraments, the Lord’s Supper and water baptism, both remember and declare the reality of the death of the old creation.  These are ceremonial demonstrations that the old order is passed away and the new order has come.  In the Lord’s Supper we eat the bread and drink the cup and in doing this proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes again (1 Cor 11:26).  In water baptism we are baptized into the death of Messiah Yeshua (Rom. 6:3).  Our physical bodies are placed under water and then raised up which shows forth to all the world that we are physically identified with His death and shall be physically resurrected from the dead.  Furthermore, verses 4-6 of Romans 6 go on to show that our spirits and souls have also died with Him and are raised with Him because it is in spirit and soul that we can now walk with Him “in newness of life” (V.4) and the body of sin be unemployed (V.6).

In First Corinthians 15:45 Yeshua is referred to as “the last Adam.”  In verse 47 of the same chapter He is called “the second man.”  The first Adam who sinned in the garden of Eden was the progenitor of the old creation humanity.  The last Adam, who is Yeshua, paid the penalty for the sins of the old creation humanity and became the progenitor of the new creation humanity.

All of us sinned in the first Adam.  All of us were in the loins of Adam when he sinned and therefore we sinned with him.  We sinned before we were even born.  We see this same principle over in Hebrews 7:9 & 10 where we discover that Levi paid tithes to Melchisedec before Levi was even born.  Levi was in the loins of his ancestor Abraham when Abraham paid the tithes.  This helps us to understand Romans 5:19 which says “For by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners.”  It does not say that we chose to be sinners sometime after we were born but said that we were made sinners in Adam long before we were born.  This is known as the doctrine of original sin.  But there is also what I call the doctrine of “original righteousness”.  We died with Messiah on Calvary’s mount nearly two thousand years ago.  We were in the “loins” of Messiah and died to sin.  All the sin and death and corruption that belonged to the first Adam was borne by the second Adam and given over to death.  Adam is dead.  The second man, the last Adam lives and we live in Him.  We were raised up from the dead together with Messiah and by His righteousness we are made righteous.

All covenant requirements that were binding on the first Adam whether they be of the Noahide covenant (Gen. 9), Abrahamic (Gen. 12, 15, 17), Sinaitic (Ex. 20) or any other covenant made between God and man, these requirements on the Adamic race are null and void because the Adamic race is dead.  (The prohibition against eating of blood recorded in Acts 15 which some suppose to be based on the Noahide covenant will be discussed in a later chapter.)


It is by faith that people must receive the experience of the new creation life that was purchased at Calvary.  First Peter 2:24 says that by His stripes we were healed.  Our healing is accomplished; it is stated in past tense wording.  Yet many born-again people are still sick.  This shows that we must press on in faith in God to appropriate the healing that is already ours.

Not only is all mankind redeemed but the Bible teaches that all creation, including animal and plant life and immaterial things are redeemed through Messiah.  The curse on the earth recorded in Genesis 3:17-19 has been reversed.  We read in Ephesians 1:10 “That in the dispensation of the fullness of times (in other words we haven’t experienced it yet) he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth.”  Yeshua wore the crown of thorns and thereby bore the curse on plant life yet we still see plants that have thorns on them.  We haven’t yet seen all creation enter into the experience of new creation life but we shall in the fullness of times, perhaps during the Millenial reign of Messiah or in the ages that follow.  We read of redeemed creation in Isaiah 11:1-9.  This passage states that the wolf will dwell with the lamb and the cow and the bear shall graze and they shall not hurt or destroy in all God’s holy mountain.

That it was by the death and resurrection of Messiah that all creation is redeemed is made clear in Colossians 1:20: “And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to RECONCILE ALL THINGS unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.”  Yeshua purchased redemption for all things.  Such is the glorious work of God through the death and resurrection of Messiah.  The cross is the dividing line of history and the empty tomb is the starting point of the new creation.

Romans 8:19 & 21 says “For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God ... Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.”  The word “creature” in the above passage can be better translated “creation” and shows that all creation (not just mankind) longs to be delivered from corruption.  The price of redemption has been paid by Yeshua so now all creation waits for the children of God (that’s us) to be manifested when we come to full stature or completion in Messiah so that we will set all creation free as we rule and reign with Messiah.

ABRAHAMIC AND SINAITIC COVENANT BLESSINGS

The Covenants that God made with Israel contained promises of blessings that God would give to Israel.  The provision of these blessings was God’s obligation under the covenants.  For instance God promised to give the land of Canaan (later called Palestine) to the sons of Abraham.  This is God’s obligation under the Abrahamic Covenant.  Several paragraphs back we saw that all Israel was made to die with Messiah to all of the previously ratified covenants.  Death nullifies covenants.  Does this mean that all of the promises of blessing, including the promise of a homeland for the Jewish people are all null and void?  Some people take this position and say that the Jews have no right to the land of Israel.  They say that the Jews should move out and let the Palestinians take over.  They maintain that the Jews must come to Messiah to receive spiritual blessings, such as regeneration, deliverance and the baptism in the Holy Spirit but the material promises to the nation of Israel are null and void. Romans 7:1-6 explains how we (including Jewish believers) died to the Law. It doesn’t say that we (or the Jews) died to the promises of God’s blessings under the covenants. 

We will see in the following paragraphs that Israel will receive all blessings (including the material blessings of the old covenants) in and through Messiah.  God promised them a piece of physical real estate and God will give them a piece of physical real estate.  Israel will inherit all the land God promised them.  God will see to it that they get it.

God does not change. “For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance” (Rom.11:29).  Romans 4:13 makes it plain that the sons of Abraham shall inherit the promises not by Law but by the righteousness of faith.

There are also many blessings and promises given to Israel in connection with the Sinaitic Covenant.  Having just seen God’s promise to give the land to Israel under the Abrahamic Covenant, now we will examine how Israel inherits the promises given under the Sinaitic Covenant.  Deuteronomy 7:9-10 says “Know therefore that the LORD thy God, he is God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love him and keep his commandments to a thousand generations; and repayeth them that hate him to their face, to destroy them ... “  God keeps covenant and mercy with those who love Him and keep His commandments.

Now I ask you, does the nation of Israel love God and keep the Sinaitic Covenant commandments?  Or is Israel among those that hate God and will be repaid to their face, to be destroyed by God?  We all know that Israel failed to keep the commandments and continues to fail to keep them.  But, praise God, we do know that Messiah kept the commandments. Yeshua Messiah kept all of the Old Covenant Law flawlessly, with perfect motive and perfect intent of the heart! Messiah loved God and perfectly kept and fulfilled the manward side of the Sinaitic Covenant.  Messiah, the God-man, the creator of Israel was the One who summed up Israel in Himself and kept covenant on behalf of Israel.  Because of the work of Messiah, God is now free to bless Israel according to all that He promised under the Sinaitic Covenant.  All Israel did keep Covenant in Messiah.  The people of Israel must put their faith in Messiah and identify with Him in order to be saved from their sins. God has sovereignly chosen to give some blessings, including the land of Israel to the Jews in their unsaved condition. Ezekiel 37:11-14 indicates that Israel is brought to the land in a spiritually dead condition and then God causes them to come to life. God is keeping His side of the Sinaitic Covenant because all Israel, in Messiah, has already kept Israel’s obligations under the Sinaitic Covenant.

Israel is not obligated to keep the literal Law of Moses anymore because they all died to the Law by the body of Messiah (Rom.7:4).  Israel is, however, entitled to the blessings of the Sinaitic Covenant because Messiah kept the Law, obtained the covenant promises and therefore all the promises of God are yea and amen in Messiah (2 Cor. 1:20).

Paul’s apostolic revelation was twofold.  First, Paul saw that Messiah was perfectly sinless and kept the Law perfectly.  Since Messiah summed up all people in Himself, His righteousness counts for all people, being imputed to them by grace through faith.  Second, Paul saw that Messiah died for all people.  Since Messiah summed up all people in Himself, His death counts for all people.

The ramifications of this are as follows: first, since Messiah kept the Law perfectly and we are in Messiah, that means we are entitled to all the blessings because God blesses those who keep His commandments.  We kept all the commandments in Messiah when Messiah kept all the commandments for us when He walked on this earth.  Second, since we died with Messiah our obligations under the Sinaitic Covenant ceased.  Israel’s obligation to keep the Law has ceased but her eligibility to receive covenant blessings remains, because Israel has already kept the Law perfectly in Messiah.  Israel kept her side of the Sinaitic Covenant in Messiah so it now remains for God to keep His side of the Sinaitic Covenant which is to pour out His blessings upon Israel unto a thousand generations.

God the Father was covenantally obligated to give Yeshua all the blessings of the Sinaitic Covenant including those listed in Deuteronomy 28:1-14.  Yeshua received the right to the covenant blessings by virtue of His righteousness and then died and was raised from the dead.  After His resurrection He still possessed the right to the covenant blessings that He had before His death.  In His resurrection Yeshua got back everything He had before He died.  He got back His physical body and in fact got it back in a more glorified state because He conquered death and brought life and immortality to light (II Tim. 1:10).  He got back the Sinaitic Covenant physical, material blessings that He had before He died.  In fact, the blessings are more glorious because they also include spiritual blessings for both Jews and Gentiles (Gal. 3:14).  We see this in Psalm 68:18 which prophesies of the ascension of Messiah.  “Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast led captivity captive: thou hast received gifts for men.”  The gifts for men that Yeshua received are the Sinaitic Covenant blessings in addition to the spiritual blessings.  The fact that Yeshua gives us spiritual blessings such as justification, regeneration, ministry giftings and the baptism in the Holy Spirit does not diminish the fact that He fulfilled the Law and thereby purchased the material Sinaitic Covenant blessings for His people. These material blessings include the literal, physical land of Israel.

We can see what happened in heaven after the resurrection and ascension of Yeshua in Psalm 2:6-8.  “Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion.  I will declare the decree: the Lord has said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee.  Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.”  (Paul, in Acts 13:33 connects this passage with the resurrection of Yeshua.)  This passage shows us that the blessings shall reach far beyond Israel and shall bless the Gentiles in the farthest reaches of earth.

Israel is entitled to all the blessings of the Sinaitic Covenant but is not bound to keep the literal content of the Law of Moses.  Israel has all the blessings but none of the obligations.  That portion of Israel that believes in Yeshua is not under Law but is under grace. Believing Israel is obligated to keep the law of Messiah (1 Cor. 9:21, James 2:12) which fulfills the Law of Moses (Rom. 13:9-10).

Paul unveils the genius of God’s plan in Galatians chapter three.  In verse sixteen, Paul states that the promises under the Abrahamic Covenant were made not to the millions of descendants of Abraham (not to the seeds - plural - of Abraham) but to the one seed, namely Messiah.  All the promises to Abraham, including the physical real estate in the Middle East, are in Messiah.  Israel has the land in her unbelieving condition but Israel will have no peace in her land until she receives Messiah and receives all of the grace of our Lord Yeshua Messiah.  All the seeds of Abraham inherit the promises in the one seed who is Messiah.  All Israel shall be one in Messiah.  In Galatians 3:19-20, Paul talks about the Law of Moses.  The Law was ordained by angels through the hand of a mediator.  Moses was the mediator.  Verse twenty says that a mediator is not a mediator of one party but God is one.  This means that the Law of Moses was not between God and Israel which would be between two parties.  The Sinaitic Covenant was between God and the Son of God which is only one party.  God and His Son are one.  Therefore, technically speaking, Moses’ role as mediator was unnecessary.

The Sinaitic Covenant, like the Abrahamic, was not between God and the “seeds” of Abraham but was between God and the “seed” of God who is Messiah.  God used Moses as mediator to illustrate to Israel that they were obligated to keep the Law but God knew full well that they could never keep the Law.  God planned from the beginning to send His Son to take on Himself the seed of Abraham (Hebrews 2:16) in order to fulfill Israel’s Sinaitic Covenant obligations and secure the blessings unto a thousand generations.  “O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!  How unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! ... For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever.  Amen.”  (Rom. 11:33, 36).

PAUL’S TEACHING REGARDING CIRCUMCISION

What did Paul have to say about circumcision?  Should Jewish people circumcise their sons?  Paul wrote in Galatians 6:15 “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature.”  The phrase “new creature” is better translated “new creation.”  Here we see Paul’s assertion of the fact of the present reality of the new creation.  The covenant of circumcision given in Genesis 17 obligated the sons of Abraham to be circumcised as a token of the Abrahamic covenant.  This obligation applied to the old creation man.  The old creation is dead, the new has come. In the preceding section we saw how Romans 7:1-6 teaches that we died to the Law through the body of Messiah. Nothing changed about Genesis 17:10 or any other Old Testament passage. What changed is that we died! Genesis 17:10 in its literal sense doesn’t apply to either Jewish or Gentile believers in Yeshua. We are obligated to keep the fulfillment or antitype of Genesis 17:10. The New Covenant commands of Yeshua and the apostles apply to us now.

Nowhere in the New Testament are sons of Israel commanded to literally circumcise the flesh of themselves or their sons.  Literal circumcision was given as a type and a shadow of the fullness that was to come in Messiah.  In Colossians 2:11 we read “In whom also ye are circumsized with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ.”  This is the real circumcision; this is the circumcision that changes people’s hearts.

“Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but what matters is the keeping of the commandments of God” (1 Cor. 7:19 NASB).  Circumcision is nothing!  Circumcision is set in contrast to keeping God’s commands.  Obviously if circumcision were a valid command in this age it would not be called “nothing”.  Some object and say it means that circumcision offers nothing in the way of merit to gain salvation for the Jew or Gentile.  But clearly the context is not a discussion of salvation but rather keeping the commands of God (that is to say our walk with God after salvation).  What commandments are we to keep?  We died to the commandments given through Moses.  Peter was commanded to eat food that the Law forbids in Acts 10.  We are to keep the law of Messiah (1 Cor. 9:21) which is the law of liberty (James 2:12).

So why would anyone want to be circumcised or circumcise their sons?  Is it done voluntarily in order to identify with national Israel?  If so, that is fine, but a Jewish believer is by no means obligated to circumcise his sons.  If he does not circumcise his sons it does not mean that they will not be a part of the nation of Israel in the coming millennial reign of Messiah.  All of the people of Israel shall be restored to the land promised to Israel regardless of whether or not they happen to be circumcised in their flesh.

Second Corinthians 1:20 speaks about Messiah and says “For as many as may be the promises of God, in Him they are yes; wherefore also by Him is our Amen to the glory of God” (NASB).  The promise of the land to Israel is yes and amen in Messiah.  It is not yes and amen in a circumcision in the flesh or in observing the feasts or the Sabbath or in tassels on garments or in observing dietary laws.

First Corinthians 7:18 says “Was any man called already circumcised?  Let him not become uncircumcised” (NASB).  In making this statement Paul is not teaching that Jewish believers are to be obligated to keep the Law of Moses.  They are to continue to live among their people and evangelize their people.  In order to do this they must voluntarily observe some of the customs of the Law so that the people can identify with them.  We will see later on how that Paul himself became “as a Jew” to reach Jews and “as under the Law” to reach those under the Law.  The Jewish customs of the Law are beautiful and to observe them in a voluntary fashion is not bondage.  Bondage only results when one feels obligated to keep the Law.

All the promises to all the nations are in Messiah.  God has a specific purpose for each Gentile nation.  He has a plan and a purpose and a land for Japan that is different from his plan and purpose and land for France.  Each nation shall show forth God’s glory in a different way.  The nation of Israel shall be the chiefest of the peoples, at the head of the nations (Deut. 28:1,13).  The Gentiles are not to be one big melting pot.  Rather, as we read in Acts 17:26, God determines their appointed times and the bounds of their habitation.  God has a promised land for each nation and in time shall give it to each of them.

The point is this: A man must not identify with the U.S.A. by feeling obligated to observe Presidents Day, Flag Day and Independence Day.  He can observe them voluntarily if he wants to but he must look to Messiah alone for the fulfillment of the promises to America.  God does have a plan and purpose for America in the coming age.

If a man gets legalistic and feels obligated to observe U.S. holidays in order to earn his right to be included in God’s plan for the U.S.A. then he is relying on self-effort and not on faith in Messiah.  He is then idolizing U.S. holidays.  Legalism is idolatry.  Legalism is idolizing self and idolizing law. 

This same principle applies also to Messianic Jews (the term “Messianic Jews” is the commonly used term to denote Jewish believers in Yeshua) who believe that they are obligated under Mosaic Law to keep certain ordinances in order to “identify with Israel” and be included in God’s restoration of the nation of Israel.  This is nothing short of legalism and self-effort.  I know that Messianic Jews do not keep the Law in order to be justified unto salvation and for this they are to be commended.  What is of great concern however is that some Messianic Jews keep the Law in order to be justified unto continued inclusion in the nation of Israel.  God knows who is or is not a Jew.  A Jew is not obligated to keep the literal Law to make this distinction before God.  If a born-again Jew wishes to identify with Israel before men, let him do so voluntarily and not feel compelled to do so.

Jews receive Messiah by faith and they must continue to live in Messiah by faith.  “As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him.”  (Col. 2:6).  “For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, the just shall live by faith.” (Rom. 1:17).  Those who rely on a literal observance of the Law to obtain any promise from God are not living by faith but are living by Law.  “The law is not of faith: but, the man that doeth them shall live in them” (Gal. 3:12).  Living by Law is not faith but is merely obedience by rote.  Living by literal Mosaic Law means that one is not trusting in Messiah but trusting in his own self-effort.

Galatians 5:3 teaches that if a man relies on circumcision he is under obligation to keep the whole Law.  To understand why this is true we need to view it from the perspective of covenant law.  A covenant is a unified contract.  In order to fulfill the terms of covenant one must keep all of the terms.  No one can keep just one or two things and say that he is keeping covenant.  The Bible itself bears this out in Galatians 3:10 “Cursed is every one who does not abide by all things written in the book of the Law, to perform them” (Gal. 3:10 NASB).  Paul quoted the above statement from Deuteronomy 27:26.  Deuteronomy 27:15-26 enumerates commands of the Law and puts curses on those who break them.  Therefore those who believe that they are obligated under part of the Sinaitic Covenant are really placing themselves under all of it.

For instance, someone feels obligated to keep the Sabbath but doesn’t feel obligated to let the hair of the corners of his head (forelocks) and beard grow freely.  That person may keep the Sabbath flawlessly but Satan can still accuse him of breaking the Law because he has trimmed the corners of his head and beard.  If they don’t keep all of the Law (and they can’t), they are in danger of bringing curses into their lives.

Revelation 12:10 teaches that Satan is the accuser of the brethren, who accuses us before God day and night.  Satan accuses the legalistic brethren on the basis of their failure to keep the whole Law.  If you believe that you are obligated under the Law of Moses and then fall short of carrying it out then for you it is sin (Romans 14:14,23; James 4:17).

Satan is able to put curses on the lives of those who walk by literal Law rather than by faith in Messiah.  The issue of legalism is therefore crucial.  If Messianic Jews get bound up in legalism it would hamstring the whole Messianic Jewish movement and compromise their efforts to win their unsaved brethren to Messiah.

The New Covenant did not change or modify the terms of the Sinaitic Covenant.  The very idea is contrary to covenant law.  Galatians 3:15 says that once a covenant has been ratified no one can add to or take away from its terms and conditions.  The Old Covenant was not altered or modified at all.  We died to it when we died with Messiah.  We died to all of it in all of its moral, civil and ceremonial aspects.  We died to the Ten Commandments.  In Romans 7:6 Paul says we died to the Law.  In the very next verse he gives an example of one of the commands to which we have died.  The example he gives is not an obscure ceremonial command but is “Thou shalt not covet” which is the tenth commandment.


Some say that the Sinaitic covenant was a suzereign covenant. A suzereign covenant was a covenant made between a conquering nation and the nation it had conquered. If the Sinaitic Covenant was a suzereign covenant, then it is null and void (in its literal sense) because the whole nation under the suzereign was made to die with Messiah. Hebrews 8:8 says that God found fault with the people.  The whole nation sinned by failing to keep covenant and they were all worthy of death.  So God joined them together with His Son, the God-man, and put them all to death.  The God-man was the only one who kept covenant and now His righteousness is imputed to the nation of Israel.  He made a New Covenant based on better promises (Heb. 8:6) which we receive by faith in our resurrected Messiah because we were joined with Him in resurrection.

PAUL’S LIFE EXAMPLE

We have explored Paul’s insight into how covenant law is to be understood in view of the atoning work of the Messiah and we have discussed some of the ramifications of this on the life of the believer.  Much more remains to be said about Paul’s revelatory teachings regarding the Law of Moses but that will be taken up in later chapters.  For now we will view the life of Paul as recorded in the book of Acts and the Epistles in order to see how Paul actually lived and what this can show us about his attitude toward the Law.  We know that Paul was not perfect in his flesh but he did have the boldness to say “Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ” (1 Cor. 11:1).

In First Corinthians 9:19-22, Paul, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, wrote the 

following: “For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a slave to all, that I might win the more.  And to the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might win Jews; to those who are under the Law, as under the Law, though not being myself under the Law, that I might win those who are under the Law; to those who are without law, as without law, though not being without the law of God but under the law of Messiah, that I might win those who are without law.  To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak; I have become all things to all men, that I may by all means save some” (NASB).

This passage tells us a great deal about Paul as a man.  It tells of Paul’s great compassion and great commitment.  It gives us great insight into how Paul actually conducted evangelism.  Paul practiced cross cultural evangelism by identifying with the culture of the people to whom he was communicating.  A modern day example would be missionaries to China who dress like the Chinese, eat the same food and learn the language.

Paul said that to reach Jews he became “as” a Jew.  He didn’t say “because I live like a Jew I can reach Jews.”  This strongly implies that he didn’t live like a Jew but as the need arose Paul would adopt Jewish customs.  Of course, Paul was a Jew and identified with Israel, himself being of the tribe of Benjamin.  That Paul identified with Israel not by keeping the literal Law of Moses in an obligatory fashion is clear from the next clause of the passage in which Paul states that he reached those under the Law by becoming “as” under the Law.  Paul then openly states that he himself is not under the Law when he says in the above passage “. . . though not being myself under the Law”.  This is prima facie evidence that Paul, being a Jewish believer, did not consider himself to be under the Law of Moses.

To be under the Law of Moses means to be under the authority of the Law of Moses.  In such a state a person is obliged to keep the Law in a non-optional manner.  This is to be sharply contrasted with Jewish believers like Paul who voluntarily follow the customs of the Law in order to reach the Jewish people.  Keeping this in mind, we will have a much clearer understanding of certain passages in Acts in which Paul observes the Law of Moses in the company of Jewish people.

Paul was very patriotic; he loved his country.  This was not a vague sentimentality but a deep love like the love a man has for his own family.  In fact a nation is a big family.  Paul loved his big Israelite family.  In Romans 9:1-3 Paul pours out his heart, expressing his great burden and sorrow for his people who had not yet come to salvation through faith in Messiah.  In verse 3 he even says that he could wish to be cut off from Messiah for their sakes if it would do them any good.


ACTS 21

In Acts chapters 20 and 21 we read of Paul’s journey to Jerusalem.  Paul had seen multitudes of Gentiles come to Messiah under his ministry and he no doubt wanted to reach his own Israelite people and see multitudes of them also get saved.  Such was his zeal and eagerness to reach Jerusalem that even when warned of the persecution that awaited him (Acts 21:10-14) he was undeterred.  In Acts 21:20-26 we read about the practical outworking of how Paul became “as a Jew” to reach Jews and how he became “as under the Law” to reach those that were under Law.  Paul cooperated with the Jerusalem church leaders and paid the charge due the four men who were to shave their heads in fulfillment of a vow they had made.  This vow was presumably the vow of the Nazirite about which we read in Numbers chapter six.

This passage in Acts 21 is very interesting because it reveals the attitude of the Jerusalem church regarding the Law of Moses.  The Jerusalem church was apparently zealous for the Law in a legalistic sense.  We see evidence of this legalistic zeal over in Galatians chapter two, which says that certain men from James (leader of the Jerusalem church) kept separate from Gentiles.  Paul rebuked Peter for following their legalistic example.  

The book of Hebrews was written to legalistic believers warning them that the Aaronic priesthood had been changed and that they must now look to Yeshua, who is High Priest after the order of Melchisedec.  Jewish believers were told that the Aaronic priests offered sacrifices that could never take away sins (10:11) and therefore Jewish believers must go forth unto Messiah outside the camp, bearing His reproach (13:13).  The Jewish followers of Yeshua apparently needed the straightforward, no nonsense approach of the book of Hebrews in order to counter their tendency toward legalism.  The leadership of the Jerusalem church approved of Paul’s ministry among the Gentiles but apparently did not yet understand Paul’s revelatory teaching about the Law.  Paul did not confront them about legalism during his stay in Jerusalem but cooperated with them for the time being.  Some say that Paul himself wrote the book of Hebrews.  Perhaps it was after his experience in Jerusalem that he was led by God to write it.

No passage in either the book of Acts or the Epistles says that Paul kept the literal Law in anything other than a voluntary way.  In no place does Paul say that he kept the literal Law in an obligatory manner in order to maintain his calling to be part of national Israel.  We read of Paul’s view of the Law in Philippians 3:9, “not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith.”  In Galatians 3:12 we read “the Law is not of faith” (NASB).  The literal Law of Moses and righteousness by faith in Paul’s view are contrary to one another.

If the keeping of Old Covenant Law is in opposition to the righteousness of Messiah by faith, why do we read in Acts 25:8 and Acts 28:17 that Paul himself said that he offended not against the Temple or the Law?  First of all, let it be set forth clearly that a voluntary keeping of the Law is not opposed to righteousness by faith.  Paul himself said that he became “as” under Law to reach those that are under Law.  Paul’s voluntary keeping of the Law did not offend against the Law nor did it contradict the doctrine of righteousness by faith.  His voluntary keeping of the Law honored the customs of the Law that were cherished by his unsaved Jewish brethren. The Law was also cherished by many of his saved Jewish brethren and Paul did not wish to offend them.

            Paul taught that the Law is a shadow of the reality of righteousness that is found in Messiah (Col. 2:17).  Therefore to flow in the righteousness by faith is to fulfill the Law or keep the Law to the fullest (Rom. 3:31). In other words we keep the Sabbath by resting in the finished work of Messiah, by walking by faith and doing only those works that He leads us to do. We cease from our own fleshly works and start letting the Spirit of Messiah flow through us to do His works yet we never strive or leave that state of blessed rest. This keeping of the Law in fulfillment in Messiah is certainly no offense against the Law but rather is to uplift and honor the true intent of the Law.  Paul did not offend against the temple of stone in Jerusalem.  Paul visited that temple voluntarily in order to reach his people.  The sacrificial worship, prescribed by the Law, that was to be carried out in the temple of stone, also is fulfilled in Messiah.  All of us agree that the blood sacrifice laws are fulfilled by the sacrificial death, burial and resurrection of Messiah.  We all need to see that the rest of the Law also is fulfilled in the New Testament Spirit-filled walk by faith in Messiah.

In Acts 18:18 we read that Paul himself apparently had taken a Nazirite vow.  Even under the Old Covenant a Nazirite vow was taken voluntarily.  No one was obligated to take a Nazirite vow; it was purely voluntary as I’m sure it was in Paul’s case.  What Paul was opposed to was the legalistic view of the Law which maintains that one is still obligated under the Law of Moses to keep the literal Old Covenant Law in order to please God.  Paul, in good conscience, could say that he never spoke against the Law even though he taught in his writings that the Law’s obligation on the Jews had been abolished.  The Law is still read to teach us about God and God’s ways but its literal commands are not to be kept by us in an obligatory fashion.

Consider what Paul wrote in Colossians 2:16-17 “Therefore let no one act as your judge in regard to food or drink or in respect to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath day - things which are a mere shadow of what is to come; but the substance belongs to Christ” (NASB).  I’m sure that many unbelieving Jews would have considered the above passage a terrible slander against the Law.  Paul didn’t consider it a disparaging of the Law.  On the contrary, it is a correct teaching of the true nature and purpose of the Law.  The dietary laws, the festivals, new moon celebrations and Sabbaths (the daily, yearly, monthly and weekly celebrations) are indeed a mere shadow of the fullness reality to be found in Messiah.  Since Messiah really is the fulfillment of the Law, then to come to Messiah for salvation and to live and walk in Messiah is not to disparage the Law but is rather to fulfill it and uphold it.  To walk in Messiah is to keep the true intent and purpose of the Law. “Do we then make void the law through faith?  God forbid: yea, we establish the Law” (Rom. 3:31).

Let’s look at a brief illustration that shows us how Paul viewed the Law of Moses and its relation to Messiah.  Consider the Law to be a set of architect’s blueprints and consider Messiah to be the building that was built according to the blueprints.  Does the fact that the building has been completed abolish the blueprints?  Yes and no.  Yes, the building does abolish the blueprints because since the building has been completed we no longer build according to the blueprints.  We do keep the blueprints on hand for reference purposes to tell us about the building but we do not build according to the blueprints anymore.  No, the building does not abolish the blueprints because the building is the fulfillment of the blueprints.  The building is the reality that the blueprints pointed toward and it therefore uplifts and exalts the blueprints.  Whenever you walk in the front door of the building you are “keeping” the blueprints.  Whenever you walk down the hall and go into the kitchen you are doing so according to the plan laid out in the blueprints.  The only difference is that now you are keeping the blueprints in reality and not working with blue lines on paper.  We are not to live in the blueprints; we are to live in the reality which is the building.  If someone were to set up the blueprints like a little tent in the front yard and attempt to live there that would be a desecration of the purpose of those blueprints.

In Matthew 5:17-19 Yeshua said that he came not to destroy the Law but to fulfill it.  Yeshua goes on to say that those who do the commandments of the Law and teach others to do them shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  But how are we to keep the Law now that Yeshua has already fulfilled it?  We are to keep the Law not by the letter but by keeping the Law in the fullness reality in Messiah.  This is the New Testament concept of fully keeping the Law or keeping the Law in fulfillment.  Our keeping the Law this way is possible only under the guidance and power of the Holy Spirit.  Getting back to what Paul said in Colossians 2:16-17, he said that the Sabbath was a shadow of the substance which is in Messiah.  To rest one day per week (on the seventh day) is to keep the Law in shadow.  To rest in the person of Messiah Yeshua is to keep the Law in fullness.  A man cannot keep the Law both literally and in fulfillment.  A man cannot serve two masters, Law and Messiah.  If a man says he is obligated to keep the literal Law he cannot truthfully say that he is flowing in the Spirit to keep the Law in fulfillment in Messiah.  The literal Law is not of faith.  Legalism grieves the Holy Spirit.  One must let go of legalism in order to flow in the Spirit.

There is no legalism more subtle than one which says that we are not saved by the works of the Law, yet once saved we must walk in the literal Law in order to be pleasing to God.  This would be like walking in the front door of a building and then turning around and going outside and living in a tent made of the blueprints.  Habakkuk 2:4 says “the just shall live by faith”.  This statement is quoted three times in the New Testament in Romans 1:17, Galatians 3:11 and Hebrews 10:38.  Romans 1:17 says that the righteousness of God is revealed from “faith to faith” not from faith to law.  One must not receive pardon from sin by faith and then go back and try to please God by trying to keep Old Covenant Law.  “Having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect (perfectly identified with national Israel) by the flesh?” (Gal. 3:3).  

In the book of Acts we saw that the Jerusalem church apparently had this kind of legalism.  The Jews who persecuted Paul were trying to be pleasing to God by keeping the literal Law.  The legalistic Jews were the ones who were sinning against the Law.  They were the ones who were not applying the Law properly.  Paul was the only one who was not sinning against the Law.  Paul was the only one among them who applied the Law correctly to his own life and correctly taught the church to live in the fulfillment of the Law.  Paul, more than any of them, could say that he did not offend in any way against the commandments of the Law.

Paul’s walking in fulfillment of the Law did not desecrate the Law but on the contrary exalted the Law to the upholding of its true purpose.  Paul’s voluntary keeping of the Law did not desecrate the Law but instead was a way of reaching his beloved Jewish brethren.  Paul kept and taught the fulfillment of the Law and for this reason he is called great in the Kingdom of Heaven.







PETER

Peter is a leader and noted personality among the apostles of the Lamb.  Galatians 2:7-9 indicates that Peter was the apostle to the circumcised (i.e. the Jews).  His teaching and life example towards the Law is therefore of special significance.  Let’s start by studying that famous vision Peter received which is recorded in Acts 10:10-15, “He fell into a trance, and saw heaven opened, and a certain vessel descending unto him, as it had been a great sheet knit at the four corners and let down to the earth: Wherein were all manner of fourfooted beasts of the earth, and wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the air.  And there came a voice to him, Rise, Peter; kill, and eat.  But Peter said, Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten any thing that is common or unclean.  And the voice spake unto him again the second time, What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common.”
Whose voice was it that spoke to Peter?  Was it the voice of Yeshua?  Or an angel?  Was it the voice of the Holy Spirit?  Whoever’s voice it was, it commanded Peter to do that which was contrary to the literal Law of Moses.  

In Matthew 5:19 Yeshua tells us that he who breaks even the least of the commandments and tells others to do so shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven.  If it was Yeshua who spoke to Peter in the vision, is Yeshua the least in the kingdom of heaven? Of course not. If it was the voice of an angel, is that angel the least?  Even if it was an angel, that angel must have received the message from God the Father and the Father is surely not the least in the kingdom of heaven!  The truth of the matter is that the voice spoke correctly because in Matthew 5:18 Yeshua said the Law would not pass away till all be fulfilled.  Acts 10 occurred after the resurrection.  All had already been fulfilled in the Messiah.  We died with Messiah to the type and shadow, now we keep the fulfillment of the Law in Messiah.

Some object and say that Peter’s vision and the command to eat food that the Law forbids is to be taken symbolically and not literally.  In other words, the vision is only to be taken as God’s way of showing Peter that Gentiles were not to be looked upon as unclean.  This is a mystical or allegorical interpretation of the vision.  I contend that this vision is to be taken in both a literal and an allegorical sense.  Both are valid.  The allegorical does not detract from the literal and the literal interpretation does not detract from the allegorical.  There are many scriptures that have both a literal and an allegorical application.  For an example of this principle consider that the blessing of Abraham is both a literal physical homeland for national Israel and “the promise of the Spirit” (Gal. 3:14) that we receive through faith.

An early churchman named Origen (A.D. 185-254) taught that there are three levels of meaning in every passage of scripture.  There is the mystical (also called allegorical or spiritual) interpretation that sheds light on the deep spiritual realities of the mysteries of the faith.  There is also the ethical interpretation which is the moral application to the soul, that is how we are to behave in a way pleasing to God.  Then there is the literal or physical interpretation.  In some passages all three levels are readily discernable, while in others just one or two.  Much confusion and division could be avoided if we did not separate ourselves into opposing camps in which one side holds to a literal meaning and the other side holds to an allegorical meaning!

When Peter was commanded to eat food that the Law forbids his immediate response was “not so, Lord.”  God doesn’t take no for an answer.  We read in Acts 10:16 that the vision was repeated three times.  The apostles were not perfect.  We don’t believe in apostolic infallibility.  The apostolic writings contained in the New Testament are indeed inspired by the Spirit of God.  Their life examples did, at times, fall short.  We shall see a further example of this shortly when we study Galatians chapter two.  Peter was not just permitted to arise, kill and eat non-kosher animals, he was commanded to eat!  Peter was a Jew and the apostle to the Jews.  In zeal for the Law he resisted God’s will and for this he was immediately rebuked.

When Peter said “not so, Lord” it was early in his ministry and I’m sure that later on he did discern the Lord’s will more correctly.  It is unfortunate, however, that many Messianic Jews believe that Peter’s “not so, Lord” was the correct response.  In so believing, they put themselves in bondage, thinking that they are obligated to keep the outward form of the Law.  They make themselves debtors to do the whole Law and inevitably fall short.  Even Peter himself later described the Law as “a yoke ... which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear” (Acts 15:10). 

APOSTLES IN CONFLICT

In Galatians 2:11, Paul the apostle rebuked Peter the apostle.  Peter was in the wrong and this is another example of his human frailty.  (I don’t mean to pick on Peter - he was indeed a great man.)  Peter was at Antioch and freely associated with the Gentiles until certain men came from James, the leader of the church at Jerusalem.  These men (and perhaps James himself also) were zealous for the Law and did not eat with Gentiles.  Peter feared being rebuked by these men and therefore also kept separate.  By separating himself, Peter was in clear violation of what the Lord showed him through the vision in Acts 10.  The Lord had showed Peter that he was not to regard Gentiles as unclean but that they too are accepted in Messiah.  This incident shows the strong legalistic tendency that prevailed in the Jerusalem church and that Jewish believers in the diaspora were also affected.

Paul’s rebuke of Peter contained the following statement, “If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews?” (Gal. 2:14).  Take note that Paul said that Peter, the apostle to the circumcised, lived like a Gentile and not like a Jew.  In other words, Peter ordinarily did not observe the literal Law of Moses, but on this occasion lapsed back into legalism.  Peter’s action could not be justified as a voluntary keeping of the Law to reach the Jews, because the only Jews present were already saved.  Furthermore his action was an insult to the Gentile believers and was a denial of the fact that the wall of partition consisting of the Law of commandments (Eph. 2:14-15) that divided Jew from Gentile had been broken down.

Some object and say that Peter didn’t live like a Jew according to Pharisaical tradition but did live like a Jew according to Mosaic Law.  They would maintain that Peter was rebuked because he lapsed back into a strict Pharisaical separationism.  This is an interesting theory but Paul makes no such distinction in the passage.  In Galatians 2:16 Paul teaches that a man is justified through faith in Messiah and not by the works of the Law.  If Paul meant Pharisaic Law instead of Mosaic Law he would have specified Pharisaic Law.  But, as it stands, it is clear that a man is not justified by Mosaic Law in initial salvation nor does he maintain or preserve justification by keeping literal Mosaic Law.  In verse 18 Paul continues “For if I rebuild what I have once destroyed, I prove myself to be a transgressor” (NASB).  In other words, if he were to go back under Law to try to rebuild his legalistic righteousness (which he had denied when he came to Messiah) then he would still fail to keep the Law perfectly and thereby show himself to be a sinner.  In verse 19 he says “For through the Law I died to the Law, that I might live to God” (NASB).  It was through the Law of Moses that we died.  It was the Law of Moses, not useless, irrelevant Pharisaic tradition that condemned us and put us to death with Messiah as He bore our sins on the cross.  We died to the Law of Moses so that now we can live to God in righteousness by faith.  In this passage it is clearly Mosaic Law, not Pharisaic tradition, that is in view.

That Peter lived like a Gentile and not according to an obligatory keeping of the Mosaic Law is apparent when we keep in mind that in his vision in Acts 10 he was commanded to eat food forbidden by the literal Law of Moses.  God commanded Peter to eat like a Gentile and not to call non-kosher food unclean.  Messiah cleansed all foods including pork and shellfish.  All foods are, judicially speaking, part of the New Creation.  Peter, in his epistles of First and Second Peter, does not indicate that he felt obligated to keep the literal Law of Moses nor does he command believers to live according to the Law of Moses.  At the end of his second epistle he affirms the truth of Paul’s writings.  Peter and Paul were in agreement regarding justification by faith and living by faith.

CHAPTER TWO


THE NEW WINESKIN INSTEAD OF THE OLD

“No one tears a piece from a new garment and puts it on an old garment; otherwise he will both tear the new, and the piece from the new will not match the old.  And no one puts new wine into old wineskins; otherwise the new wine will burst the skins and it will be spilled out, and the skins will be ruined.  But new wine must be put into fresh wineskins.  And no one, after drinking old wine wishes for new; for he says ‘The old is good enough’” (Luke 5:36-39 NASB).

In the above passage the new garment is the New Covenant.  The old garment is the legal and sacrificial system of the Old Covenant.  The piece of cloth that one should not tear from the new garment in order to patch the old garment is the New Covenant blessing of being filled by the Spirit to enable us to do God’s will.  Therefore we must not attempt to patch up the Old Covenant by insisting that the Spirit of Messiah that is made to dwell in us will cause us to keep the literal Old Covenant Law.  The parallel passage to Luke 5:36 over in Mark 2:21 says that the new unshrunk patch pulls away from the old garment and a worse tear results.  Therefore those who say we must keep the literal Law are causing a worse tear, a worse desecration of the Old Covenant than there ever was previously.

In the above passage the new wine is the Holy Spirit.  John 7:37-39 indicates that the Holy Spirit wasn’t given to believers in general under the Old Covenant.  The Holy Spirit is the new wine of the New Covenant.  The old wineskins are the Old Covenant commands of the Law of Moses.  The fresh wineskins are the New Covenant commands of Messiah, the fulfillment of the Law of Moses.  We are hereby instructed not to attempt to flow in the Spirit to keep the Old Covenant Law because that is the old wineskin.  Trying to flow in the Spirit to keep the Old Covenant laws of Sabbath and tithing is serving in the oldness of the letter (Rom. 7:6) which is legalism.  Legalism grieves the Spirit and causes Him to withdraw His presence and miraculous power from the midst of God’s people.

Those who attempt to flow in the Spirit to keep the literal Law in actuality break the Law because that’s not the way the Law is to be kept under the New Covenant.  The old wineskin bursts and the Spirit leaves them.  The Spirit of Messiah will not strive with them forever. The Holy Spirit will be of no benefit unto them in terms of power for living.  We read of this sorry state in Galatians 5:4 “Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace.”  This scripture applies to those who seek to be justified by Law unto salvation as well as to those who try to keep the literal Law in order to be justified in the sense of pleasing God after initial salvation.

Those who teach that Jewish believers are obligated to keep the literal law of circumcision and the Law of Moses in order to identify with national Israel and inherit the land of Israel are trying to be justified by Law unto the inheritance of the land.  This is contrary to Romans 4:13 which says that the promise of the inheritance comes through the righteousness of faith.  As New Covenant believers we are to flow in the Spirit into the new wineskin which is the New Covenant fulfilling of the Law which is the righteousness lived by faith.

Those who drink the old wine (Old Covenant blessing) and who therefore do not wish to drink the new wine (New Covenant blessing of the Spirit) are those who feel that they are so blessed in their legalistic walk that they don’t wish to flow in the Spirit to keep the fulfillment of the Law.

The Old Covenant Law does have its blessing and glory.  In keeping those commandments there is “great reward” (Ps. 19:11).  The reward of a restful Sabbath day spent seeking God is very great.  The reward or return for giving the tithe to the church is very great.  However, we are not to be satisfied with that but must go on to the greater works (Jn. 14:12).  The greater works are works done in fulfillment of the Law in which there is very much greater reward.  We do not break the Law of Moses but we keep it in fulfillment.  In keeping those commandments in fulfillment is very much greater reward.  To rest in Messiah and let Messiah be our Sabbath is far more rewarding to us and glorifying to God than our resting on the literal seventh day of each week.  To give to the Lord’s work as led by the Spirit yields a far greater return than does legalistic giving.  This is so even if the amount given is less than ten percent.  In reality we fulfill the law of tithing by giving 100% of our hearts and all that we own to God and then He leads us as to when and how to distribute it. The fulfillment of the law of tithing is discussed in a later section of this chapter.

The greatest enemy of the perfect is the good.  This is because people get satisfied with the good and don’t go unto perfection.  The book of Hebrews was written to Jewish believers and in chapter six, verse one the writer urges them to “go on unto perfection.”  There were two trees in the Garden of Eden, the Tree of Life (perfection) and the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.  How tragic it was that our parents ate from the wrong tree because they were so enamored with the fact that it looked good.  To flow in the Spirit leads to perfection, but to keep the literal Law is merely good.  What I say to Messianic Jews and also to Gentile believers is to choose the Spirit and not the literal Law.

Is there really going to be an outpouring of the Spirit on legalistic Messianic Jewish congregations?  (I realize that not all Messianic Jewish congregations are legalistic.)  Is God going to pour out a fresh anointing of His new wine of the Spirit into a stiff legalistic old wineskin only to see that wineskin burst and see the people scattered in confusion?  Of course not.  Messianic Judaism does have a measure of the Spirit and there are blessings and miracles but not nearly as much as what could be if they adopted the new wineskin.  The Jewish congregations need a greater infilling of the Holy Spirit in order to reach unsaved Jewish people both in the diaspora and in the land of Israel.

In Galatians 4:21-31 Paul teaches an allegory based on the lives of Ishmael and Isaac. This passage is a very clear cut and stunning denunciation of legalistic literal observance of the Old Testament Law which was given at Sinai.  Ishmael’s mother, Hagar the bondwoman, stands for the Sinaitic covenant (the old wineskins of literal Law) and gives birth to bondage.  Isaac’s mother, Sarah the freewoman, stands for the New covenant of heavenly Jerusalem (flowing in the Holy Spirit to keep the fulfillment of the Law) and she gives birth to freedom.  What is needed is for Messianic Jews (Jewish believers) to identify themselves with Isaac, the son of promise, who stands for the blessing of the New Covenant.  Isaac is the father of the Jews after the flesh.  Jewish believers in Yeshua need to become sons of Isaac in the Spirit as well.  I pray that Messianic Judaism is not sidetracked into becoming just another legalistic sect.  Those who are legalistic are spiritually the sons of Ishmael.  However, if Jewish believers do not hold to the Old Covenant Law in an obligatory, legalistic way but simply voluntarily keep the Law in order to make an ethnic identification with the Jews, then they are those who bring forth treasures both old and new (Matt. 13:52).

I am convinced that Jewish believers shall yet choose the new wineskins and shall yet be in the center of God’s plan in the Spirit as well as in the natural.  I look forward to the firstfruits of Israel, the 144,000, 12,000 from each tribe that shall go forth in the surpassing great anointing to win multitudes to faith in Messiah!


OLD WINESKIN: LITERAL SABBATH

“Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon or of the sabbath days: Which are a shadow of things to come: but the body is of Christ” (Col. 2:16-17).  “For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the comers thereunto perfect” (Hebrews 10:1).

The passage in Colossians quoted above is talking about things required under the Law of Moses and not about Pagan superstitious customs.  How do we know that the passage is not talking about Paganism?  It is simply because Pagan customs can in no way be said to be a shadow or precursor to the reality that is to be found in Messiah.  The passage in Hebrews quoted above also confirms that the Law is a shadow of the reality and is not the reality itself.

Let’s begin by examining what a shadow is.  A person standing in light casts a shadow.  The shadow that is cast upon the earth is two-dimensional, having width and height, whereas the body of the person is three-dimensional, having width and height and having also the added feature of depth.  Therefore to move from shadow to body means a change in dimension.  It is a change from two dimensions to three dimensions.  The added dimension of depth gives the body reality.  The shadow only gives us knowledge about the person in terms of the general overall shape of his body.  The body itself, however, gives us knowledge of the person.

The Law of Moses, especially the sacrificial, ritualistic aspect of the Law is a shadow or elementary picture of Messiah.  The Law dealt with the elementary physical principles of the earth.  It required tassels on clothing, eating of certain foods, Feast day ceremonies, not cutting the edges of beard and head hair, burning of incense and resting from work during certain periods of time.  These are external things, the outward form or picture of righteousness.  These outward things did have their purpose and glory in their rightful place but they are nonetheless elementary things.

It can be argued that in Galatians 4 and in Colossians 2 the elemental things and elementary principles under discussion refer to Pagan practices or Pagan practices mixed with Judaism (see Colossians 2:18).  While it is true that certain Pagan practices are indeed external and elemental, the same can be said for certain aspects of the Law of Moses.  Referring to certain aspects of the Law of Moses as elemental in no way equates the Mosaic Law with Paganism.  The term “elemental” simply denotes the external, basic or ceremonial aspects of the Law.  Looking at the context of Paul’s use of the term, one can discern that he is referring to the Law of Moses as well as to certain Pagan and ascetic practices.

The weekly Sabbath, that is, cessation of work every seventh day required under the Law of Moses, is a shadow of the reality to be found in Messiah.  Resting every seventh day is the old wineskin but resting in Messiah every day is the new wineskin.  “Messiah in you” is the new wine.

Not every one who has Messiah within has matured to the point of learning to rest in Messiah every day.  We must all “labor therefore to enter into that rest” (Heb. 4:11).  But how do we labor to enter that rest?  Do we start out by keeping the literal Sabbath and gradually enter into rest more and more?  On the contrary, feeling obligated to keep the literal Sabbath law would cause us to remain in the shadow because the Law does not impart life.  If law could impart life, then righteousness would have come by the Law. “For if a law had been given which was able to impart life, then righteousness would indeed have been based on law” (Gal. 3:21 NASB).  “The letter killeth but the Spirit giveth life” (II Cor. 3:6).  The Law kills and therefore will never lead us into God’s rest.  The Law was our “schoolmaster” (Gr. Paidagogos - Strong’s #3807, a child conductor, not a teacher) to lead us to Messiah so that Messiah, not Law, can give us rest.

The Sabbath law speaks about God’s rest and illustrates it but does not bring or create God’s rest.  Why is it that Sabbath law can’t lead me to God’s rest?  It is because when one feels obligated to keep the Sabbath he tends to focus on the Sabbath rather than on Messiah.  No matter how spiritual he might claim to be, such a person will always look to himself and his Sabbath keeping rather than looking to Messiah.  A man cannot serve two masters, Law and grace.  If he attempts to do this, the new wine: Messiah in him, will abandon him in his legalism to work out his salvation in his own fleshly strength.  “Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace” (Gal. 5:4).

Feeling obligated to keep the literal Law will bind us from going on into the reality of righteousness by faith.  “The law is not of faith: but, the man that doeth them shall live in them” (Gal. 3:12).  Law and faith are opposed to each other.  The Law is good if a man uses it correctly (I Tim. 1:8) but if one applies it to his life wrongly, it leads to the most insidious bondage of legalism.

The New Testament refers to the Law as being a good thing (Rom. 7:12) but to be under Law is bondage.  “But now we have been released from the Law, having died to that by which we were bound, so that we serve in newness of the Spirit and not in oldness of the letter” (Rom. 7:6 NASB).  We serve in the newness of the Spirit (Messiah within) by faith because this is the only way to attain to the reality of righteousness.  We serve not in the letter.  This passage doesn’t say we serve in both the Spirit and the letter, nor does it say that the Spirit helps us to keep the letter of the shadow Law.  The literal Law of Moses and newness of life by the Spirit are set in opposition.

The Law that is written on our hearts is not the literal Law of Moses to which we have died but is rather the Law of Messiah, the fullness of righteousness that the Mosaic law only foreshadowed.  Being under the Law of Moses is a yoke we cannot bear (Acts 15:10) because the shadow Law ministers death (II Cor. 3:7).  The Law is good because it gives the knowledge about righteousness (Rom. 2:20).  The Law is bondage because it gives the knowledge of sin (Rom. 7:7) but not deliverance from sin (Gal. 2:21).  “The strength of sin (not righteousness) is the law” (I Cor. 15:56).

Resting on every Sabbath day is a shadow. Go to the person who casts the shadow (Messiah Himself) and let Him be your rest.  Eat His flesh and drink His blood or you will have no life in you (John 6:53).  Yeshua is Lord of the Sabbath.  He abolished the literal Sabbath by His death.  In His resurrection He raised up the fulfillment Sabbath which is in Himself.  To voluntarily rest one day per week is a very healthy practice but to command it as obligatory on people causes them to be in bondage and remain in the shadow.

How rude it would be for a person to come up to me, bend over and start talking to my shadow.  I would say “turn around and face me and we can continue talking.”  If he insisted on still talking to my shadow it would be a real insult.  So also, those who preach that Christians must keep the shadow Law insult Messiah and desecrate the Law they claim to honor.  “For if I build again (go back to keeping literal Law) the things which I destroyed (when I died to the Law with Messiah), I make myself a transgressor (under a Law I cannot keep)” (Gal. 2:18).  Therefore present Messiah with a new wineskin and He shall fill it with new wine and lead you to abundant grace and rest.

How shall we keep the Sabbath in Messiah?  We rest in a person, not in a day.  “But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption” (1 Cor. 1:30).  Messiah is our wisdom.  Messiah is our sanctification.  Messiah is our redemption.  Messiah is our righteousness and that of course includes our righteous rest.  For an illustration consider that we say that a car is our transportation.  Transportation is not a thing (a car) it is an action, an action of traveling from point A to point B.  Yet the car facilitates this by carrying us all the way.  In this way we can say that the car is our transportation.  To say that a car is our transportation is an abstract statement.  To say that a car is a machine with four wheels is a categorical statement.  To say that Messiah is our rest is an abstract statement.  To say that Messiah is the Son of God is a categorical or absolute statement.  In order for a car to become our transportation we have to come to the car, get inside it and operate it.  It is the same way with Messiah.  Messiah is our way, our truth, our life and our rest.  Let us come to Him. “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light” (Mt. 11:28-30).

How does one rest in a person?  It’s easy, just rest and let the person do all the work! “For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did from his” (Heb. 4:10).  Messiah is our righteousness (the old moral Law of Moses is just a shadowy outline of this full righteous love).  He therefore leads us and enables us to do His righteous works and He enables us to cease from striving within ourselves to do it.  Resting in Messiah means we cease from our guilt motivated, selfish striving to produce our own righteous works which are as filthy rags.  We must rest in Messiah in order to allow Him to work through us.  I must give Him my life and make my life His football so that He can run with it.  This is the way to keep the Sabbath because this is the fullness of Sabbath law.

Paul wrote in Galatians 2:21 “I do not nullify the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died needlessly” (NASB).  To try to live by the literal Law nullifies (or makes of none effect) the grace of God.  This is why literal Sabbath keepers are fallen from grace (Gal. 5:4).  But grace does not nullify (or make of none effect) the Law.  When we rest in Messiah we fulfill the Law and do not break it. When we fulfill the Law by the Spirit we keep the Law in fulness. In the final analysis then, we are Law keepers. Or to use a Messianic Jewish term: we are “Torah observant.” Ironically, those who strive to keep the literal Law are the Law breakers! The purpose of the Law was to point to Messiah (to foreshadow Messiah) and therefore to rest in Messiah is to achieve the goal of the Law.  Grace by faith fulfills the Law.  “Do we then nullify the Law through faith?  May it never be!  On the contrary, we establish the Law” (Rom. 3:31 NASB).

There is a Christian organization that holds “advances” instead of “retreats” because they say that Christians must always advance and never retreat.  On the contrary however, retreat and rest is necessary in every realm of life and in every activity.  In music, a rest is a period of silence equivalent in duration to a note of the same value (according to Webster’s).  Rest in music is an essential element despite the fact that it is the absence of sound.  In the military, the concept of retreat is very important.  Retreat is not just to pull back from a losing battle but most often is a tactical pullback and regrouping.  Battles are fought with a series of charges and retreats depending on the need of the moment.  Mathematics made a great leap forward when someone came up with the number zero which is the absence of value.

How often do you use zero in mathematics?  You use it constantly, continually!  You use zero in every equation and in resolving every problem.  In the same way Yeshua is our constant, continual rest.  Yeshua is our continual abiding in the secret place of the Most High.  In mathematics do we spend one day per week meditating on the concept of zero?  Of course not!  We use zero seven days a week.  So also in Messiah when we abide in Him and work from Him we must abide in rest and work from rest.  We must have rest right there beside us, right there inside us.  We work from rest; we do not work in order to get to rest.  In the Old Covenant they worked six days and then rested on the seventh.  In the New Covenant we first find our rest in Messiah; we first enter our rest in Messiah and then the work begins.  Jacob worked seven years to get Leah (she represents servant realm and Law) but he got Rachel (sonship realm and grace) right away and worked seven years afterwards for her.

Let us be diligent therefore to enter into and abide in His rest, His retreat, His zero.  In mathematics we use other numbers around the zero.  The other numbers don’t change the zero.  Zero is still zero.  In the same way, in Messiah the works of His righteousness done through us do not affect our state of rest in Him.  Rest is still rest.  In mathematics, numbers don’t change the zeros but zeros change the numbers.  1 becomes 100 becomes 1,000,000.  So also in Messiah our works in Him are sanctified, purified, perfected and give God more glory when we work from His rest.  Working from His rest brings God a million times more glory than attempting to work His righteous works in our own sweat.  All of us have witnessed to people or have done other works of service in our own sweat of anxious striving to please God.  We ourselves realize that such works are dead works and are an abomination to God.

Literal Sabbath keeping is an old wineskin because one day per week cannot contain the Sabbath rest of the people of God in Messiah.  The lesser cannot contain the greater.  Let us therefore imbibe the new wine of the Spirit and rest in the new wineskin of New Covenant fulfillment of the Law of Moses.  This Messianic rest overflows and floods all seven days!

Trying to flow in the Spirit to keep the literal Sabbath is to try and patch the Old Covenant garment with a new patch taken from the New Covenant garment.  Let us therefore lay aside the Old garment and put on the entire New garment, not just a patch torn from it.  Let us be covered over with the robe of righteousness  (Isaiah 61:10).

“Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief” (Heb. 4:11).

Hebrews chapters 3 and 4 talk about the rest that remains for the people of God and about how to enter into that rest.  In these two chapters the writer of Hebrews draws a parallel between the forty year wilderness walk of ancient Israel and the present walk of the individual believer in Yeshua.  The writer also draws a parallel between the rest that ancient Israel received when they entered the promised land and the rest that the people of God are to enter now in Messiah.  As we all know, most of that generation of Israel did not enter the promised land where the Lord was to give them “rest round about, according to all that he sware unto their fathers” (Josh. 21:44).  Hebrews 3:17-19 makes it plain that most of the children of Israel fell in the wilderness and came short of God’s rest because of unbelief.  In the same way, in our day, most of the body of Messiah has not entered fully into His rest because of unbelief.

The writer of Hebrews warns the church with the following words: “Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, today if ye will hear his voice, Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness: When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my works forty years.  Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, and said they do alway err in their heart; and they have not known my ways.  So I sware in my wrath, they shall not enter into my rest)” (Heb. 3:7-11).  This warning “Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts” is repeated in Hebrews 3:15 and again over in 4:7.  The threefold repetition emphasizes the sternness and surpassing importance of this warning.  We all must take heed and discern what the Lord is saying to His people in this hour.

What then is the Lord saying to His people?  He is commanding His people to enter into His rest: the true spiritual rest in Messiah.  To feel obligated to keep the literal Sabbath is not to move forward into the New Covenant but is rather to fall back in unbelief into Old Covenant Law.  “The Law is not of faith” (Gal. 3:12 NASB).  “Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God” (Heb. 3:12).  To be legalistic and be in bondage trying to keep Old Covenant Law is to depart from God and is a grievous sin.  “Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him” (Heb. 10:38).  Let not the preceding verse be true of any Christian but rather the following: “But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of the soul” (Heb. 10:39)

The book of Hebrews was written to Jewish believers in Messiah who had a strong tendency to go back under Mosaic Law even to the point of offering blood sacrifices at the Temple.  Some were not consistent in attending gatherings of believers in Messiah and had to be exhorted to forsake not the “assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is” (Heb. 10:25).  Some, apparently, had gone so far back into the old order that they were willing to renounce belief in Messiah.  Stern warnings against falling away are given in Hebrews 6:4-8 and 10:26-31.  I am not saying that legalistic Messianic Jews are about to be utterly cast off from God, but they are in danger of falling far short of all that they could be in Messiah.  Legalistic Messianic Jews have gone back to sacrifice.  To obligate oneself to keep the shadow Law of Moses is sacrifice, even though one doesn’t offer literal animal blood sacrifices.  When one puts himself under part of the Law he puts himself under all of it.  If one feels obligated to keep the literal Sabbath he is by implication also under the Aaronic priesthood and sacrificial system.  Being bound to keep the literal Sabbath is sacrifice.  Going on to perfection in Messiah and entering into His rest is obedience to God’s voice in this hour.  Sacrifice is Old Covenant, obedience is New Covenant.  To obey is better than sacrifice.

DON’T STRIKE THE ROCK TWICE

In Numbers 20:11-12 we read the account of Moses striking the rock twice and God thereupon forbidding Moses to enter the promised land.  Why was God so severe in His dealings with Moses over this infraction?  I think that if we were to read the context we would discover that there were indeed serious issues involved in Moses’ handling of the situation.  I think also that Moses was judged in the way that he was in this particular incident as a kind of parable or word picture lesson of warning for us.  Romans 15:4 says “Whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.”
In Numbers 20:11 Moses struck the rock twice so that water gushed forth.  The rock is a picture of Messiah.  “And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ.  But with many of them God was not well pleased: for they were overthrown in the wilderness.  Now these things were our examples...”  (1 Cor. 10:4-6).  When Moses struck the rock in Exodus 17:6 it was a picture of the crucifixion of Messiah Yeshua.  When the rock was struck (crucified) it gushed forth water which is a picture of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit which occurred after Messiah was glorified (John 7:37-39).  In Numbers 20 Moses forfeited the promised land because he struck the rock twice when he was only supposed to speak to the rock.  In allegory, this is a picture of Moses crucifying Messiah all over again.  In Hebrews 6:6 we read that those who fall away “crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame.”  Believers in Yeshua must realize that we don’t have to legalistically strive to please Him.  We must simply speak to the Rock, speak to Messiah, ask Him by faith and He will pour out abundant blessings of the Holy Spirit.

Those early Jewish believers in Messiah who went back to the sacrificial system at the temple were by their animal blood sacrifices saying that Yeshua’s blood was not good enough.  By offering animals in sacrifice, they were saying that Yeshua was not their blood sacrifice.  In this way they crucified Messiah again to themselves by offering again the animal blood sacrifices that merely pointed to His crucifixion.  This was holding Messiah to an open shame because in doing this, unbelieving Jews could see the lack of faith these so-called believing Jews had in the blood that Messiah shed on Calvary.  In the same way today, Messianic Jews who are in bondage to keep the literal Sabbath are in effect saying that Messiah is not their Sabbath rest.  By keeping the literal Sabbath that points to Messiah they are, in a limited sense, crucifying Messiah again unto themselves.  Therefore by refusing to live by faith, and following an evil heart of unbelief which turns from the living God, they fall short of entering the Sabbath rest in Messiah.

After Calvary, all bondage of being under the literal Law of Moses is to strike the Rock (Messiah) twice.  It is crucifying Him again unto oneself and putting Him to an open shame before angels and principalities and before men.  Those who do this will not be overcomers who cross Jordan and enter the promised land of successful warfare leading to rest on all sides.  Let us therefore go on unto perfection (Heb. 6:1) and enter the promised land of victorious living and find rest unto our souls in Messiah.  Don’t settle for half a loaf; don’t settle east of Jordan like Reuben, Gad and part of Manasseh.  You’ll still be saved if you feel bound to keep the literal Sabbath but your place in the new Kingdom will not be as glorious as it could be.  I call on all believers in Messiah, both Jew and Gentile, to forsake legalism.  We have all died to the Law.  “Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jordan ... unto the land” (Josh. 1:2)

            Though I’ve written some rather stern words of warning against legalism I do not wish to leave the impression that I reject literal Sabbath keepers or that I regard them as lost. They are not lost. I consider Seventh Day Adventists and literal Torah observant Messianic Jews to be precious brethren. The apostle Paul wrote very stern warnings against legalism to the Galatians yet he certainly regarded the Galatian brethren to be saved and part of the Church. Let’s compare what Paul wrote in Galatians 4:10-11 with what he wrote in Romans 14:5-6. “You observe days and months and seasons and years. I fear for you, that perhaps I have labored over you in vain” (Gal. 4:10-11 NASB). Paul gave balance to this position in his epistle to the Romans. “One man esteemeth one day above another: another esteemeth every day alike. Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind. He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the Lord; and he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth not regard it” (Rom. 14:5-6).

LET US GO ON TO PERFECTION

Of the 603,550 sons of Israel who left Egypt, only 2, Joshua and Caleb, entered the promised land.  That means that 603,548 didn’t make it and perished in the wilderness.  Let’s hope that the church in the age of grace can improve on those odds.  Joshua and Caleb are types of those who believe God will give us victory and cause us to overcome and live in the same measure of holiness that Yeshua demonstrated when He walked this earth.  The Bible speaks about 144,000 who, I believe, are the overcomer company.  Whether 144,000 is an actual precise number or a figurative number is something I don’t know at this time.  I believe that Joshua is typical of Jewish believers who overcome, and Caleb, whose name means “dog” (often used to describe Gentiles), is typical of Gentiles who overcome. The name “Caleb” sounds similar to the Hebrew word for “dog” but also is similar to the Hebrew for “whole heart” which is more likely the correct meaning of the name. It’s an interesting play on words to say that Gentiles with whole hearted devotion to God will be part of the overcomer company.

Being an overcomer means living like Yeshua.  We are to demonstrate to the world the sinless, holy life of Messiah and exercise His power to do even greater works (John 14:12).  We can live like Yeshua! We have seen the promised land and we also have seen the giants of self and sin and demons.  God will give us the victory so let’s cross over Jordan and enter in.

Entering His rest means living and working like Yeshua who in John 5:19 said “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of himself, unless it is something He sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, these things the Son also does in like manner” (NASB). Two verses above this, in verse 17, Yeshua said “My Father is working until now, and I myself am working” (NASB).  Verse 16 indicates that Yeshua said this on a Sabbath day!  The Father and Yeshua both were rather busy on that particular Sabbath.  This passage shows us that living in the true Sabbath, which is the overcoming, victorious life, means that we do nothing of ourselves. Even Yeshua said that He did nothing of Himself! Yeshua let the Father work through Him.  We must do no works from self, no self initiation, no self carrying out or completion of work.  We rest in a person, we let Messiah do His works through us.  As Messiah lived and let the Father speak His words and do His works through Him, even so must we let Messiah speak His words and do His works through us.  Yeshua said in John 14:10 “Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me?  the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.”
Under the Old Covenant, violating the Sabbath was punishable by death.  Let’s stop desecrating the fulfillment Sabbath.  Let’s be diligent to enter into His rest.  It is only by entering His rest continually, seven days a week, that we can “call the sabbath a delight, the holy of the LORD, honorable, and shalt honor him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words” (Isaiah 58:13).  We must do His ways.  We must find His pleasure.  We must speak His words at all times, seven days a week.  It’s a life and death matter as far as our walk is concerned.  Your walk will be dead if you don’t rest in Messiah.

OLD WINESKIN: TITHING

Some say that since Abraham paid tithes to Melchisidec (in Genesis 14, which predated the Sinaitic Covenant) we are therefore still required to pay tithes.  Let’s begin by noting that there’s no place in Genesis where God commands any people to pay tithes to Himself or anyone else.  If Abraham gave the tithes willingly, or by an ancient custom of showing homage by paying tithes, then his tithing was not done by obligation of law.  If Abraham was commanded by God to tithe as a requirement under a covenant that is not recorded in Genesis, then we are not obligated because we died to that covenant when we died with Messiah at Calvary.  We died to all of the old covenants, Sinaitic as well as Abrahamic (Romans 7:4,6).  In Genesis 15:9-10 and Genesis 22:13 we read about Abraham offering up animals as blood sacrifices.  Why don’t we hear anyone preaching that believers in Yeshua should offer up animal sacrifices because Abraham did so before the Law of Moses was given?  We do not offer up animals any more because Yeshua fulfilled the sacrificial system by offering Himself on the cross.  In the same way, we are not obligated to pay anyone the literal tithe of our income because the Law of Tithing also finds its fulfillment in Messiah.

The anointing teaches us all things and by this anointing we can discover in the New Testament the fulfillment of the Law of Tithing.  We shall consider the Law of Tithing in the greater context of all of the various Old Testament commands of compulsory giving.  I call it “compulsory” giving because that’s precisely what it was.  There was no choice involved in the matter of paying tithes.  It was indeed compulsory.  Tithes were given to specific people for specific purposes as prescribed in the Law.

Old Covenant Laws of compulsory giving:

· tithe to the Levites (Nm. 18:21-26)

· 3rd year tithe to Levites, aliens, fatherless and widows (Dt. 14:28-29, 26:12-13)

· tithe of rejoicing (Dt. 12:17-18, 14:22-26)

· Levites tithe the best and holiest of everything they receive (Nm. 18:29-32)

· first part of one’s increase must be offered to the Lord (Ex. 34:19-22; Dt. 26:1-2, 10; Prov. 3:9)

· ransom money paid before the census (Ex. 30:11-16)

· redemption of the firstborn males (Ex. 13:12-15; 34:19-20; Nu. 3:44-51; 18:15-17)

· redemption of persons or goods pledged to the Lord (Lev. 27:1-29; Nu. 18:15-17)

We see from the above that tithing is just one of many commands to give of one’s substance.  Preachers and others in the body of Messiah emphasize tithing far above all of these other commands.  It would certainly seem ridiculous if pastors asked for ransom money from each of the men before a census was taken or demanded that each family pay redemption money for their firstborn son.  It’s easier to preach tithing.

Now we come to the question: why is there no ransom or redemption money required in the New Testament?  Why did Paul never require tithing in respect to giving when he had ample opportunity to do so in connection with several requests he made for funds (2 Cor. 8:1 - 9:15; I Cor. 16:1-4; Phil. 4:14-19)?  Why is there no redemption money paid for goods pledged to the Lord?  The answer is simply that all of the above commands of compulsory giving are types and shadows.  Paul was teaching about the reality of the fulfillment of the Law in Messiah.

Some say that Yeshua commanded tithing in Matthew 23:23 when He rebuked the Pharisees for being strict tithers, yet ignoring the weightier matters of the Law.  Yeshua said that they ought to have done the weightier things and not let the other things (like tithing) be undone.  In this passage He is clearly setting forth what the Pharisees were supposed to do to fulfill their obligations under the Sinaitic Covenant.  The literal Law was still in force at the time Yeshua spoke.  Yeshua was not yet crucified.  We had not yet died to the Law.  Yeshua was not teaching His disciples to tithe under the New Covenant in this passage.

It was mentioned earlier that there are no laws of compulsory giving of money in the New Testament.  What then are we to give?  What we are required to give under the New and more glorious Covenant far exceeds anything that was required under the Old Covenant.  We are required to give our very lives over to death, to lose our lives for Yeshua’s sake, to deny ourselves and take up our cross daily.  God doesn’t want your money, He wants your life.  You can be sure, however, that when He’s got your life, He’s got your money also.

WE ARE TO GIVE 100%

Here is the New Testament fulfillment of the laws of compulsory giving:

“And he said to them all, if any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.  For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever will lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it.  For what is a man advantaged, if he gain the whole world, and lose himself, or be cast away?”  (Lu. 9:23-25).

“If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.  And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple.  For which of you, intending to build a tower sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost ... So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple” (Lu. 14:26-28 & 33).

The above scriptures are not isolated examples.  On the contrary, all four gospels and several epistles contain passages that express this great truth of self-denial.  We don’t have time to go into all of them now so let’s just list them as follows: Mt. 10:38-39; 16:24-26; Mk. 8:34-35; Lu. 9:23-25; 14:26-33; 17:33; Jn. 12:24-26; Ro. 6:5-14; 12:1-2; Gal. 2:19-20; Eph. 4:22-24; Phil. 3:7-11; Col. 3:9-10.  So, we see that the Sinaitic Covenant laws of compulsory giving of one’s possessions are fulfilled in self-denial which is the compulsory giving of one’s whole self to God.  This is the giving of not 10% but rather 100% of all we are and all we own.

GIVING OUR SOULS TO HIM IN CONSECRATION

What is this life we are to lose for His sake (Lu. 9:24)?  What is the life we are to hate (Lu. 14:26)?  The Greek word translated “life” in both places is “psuche” (pronounced su-kay) which also means soul.  It is the soul that is to be laid down.  The life to be denied is not the life of the believer’s reborn spirit.  The Greek word “zoe” is the word for the higher spiritual, everlasting life.  The spirit of a believer has been reborn, created after the likeness of God’s Son.

A human being is composed of spirit, soul and body.  At conversion our spirit was reborn but we didn’t get a new body, did we?  The outer man was unaffected.  The body is not redeemed until the resurrection when we will put on the glorified body (Rom. 8:23 - 25).  In the same way, the soul is not affected by the new birth.  The soul, composed of intellect, emotions, volition, desires and affections is that which joins the spirit man to the body.  In order to be spiritual, that is, to manifest the character of the reborn spirit, the soul must be dealt with.  “Receive with meekness the implanted word which is able to save your souls” (Ja. 1:21 ASV 1901).  It is self-denial, the taking up of the cross daily, which applies the cross to our soul-life so that “the inward man is renewed day by day” (II Cor. 4:16).  “Whosoever will lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it.”  Give your soul-life to God and it will be given back to you again in a renewed, transformed state.

A human soul is a beautiful thing.  The soul loves his father and mother, wife, children, brothers and sisters.  The soul even loves itself in its fallen state.  The soul disciplines itself to make it outwardly conform to God’s law.  The soul does have love: human love, human compassion, human reason, human affections, human desires, human emotion.  But alas, human love is stained with sin.  It is at a far lower level than God’s agapao love.  God’s love, His thoughts and ways, are far higher than that of which any human soul is capable.  “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts” (Is. 55:9).

For all its beauty and love, the human soul does not compare with the beauty that surpasses it which is the righteousness that the Holy Spirit gives.

What beauty is there in the human soul?  Is not our natural beauty and love filthy rags in God’s sight?  Is not the human heart desperately wicked and who can know it?  Why do we flatter the human heart by referring to its “love and beauty”?  The human soul is a cesspool of lust, hate, and selfish motives.  It is worthy only of death - the horrible death called crucifixion.

Yet, men hang on to their soul-life, their human level life that isn’t changed at rebirth.  They really think it is beautiful. Yeshua said: “God knoweth your hearts: for that which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God” (Lu. 16:15).  If you hang onto your heart you lose it, but if you cast it down, you will gain it.  If you renounce mere human love and loyalty towards your family, God will enable you to love them on His higher level with His perfect love.  This perfect love shows concern from an eternal standpoint, not from a temporal earthly perspective.

This self-denial is the concept of complete consecration.  That is, to give oneself totally and unreservedly to the Lord in the way He has prescribed: the cross.  Many give themselves to God but not by way of the cross.  It must be by the cross of Yeshua in order to be acceptable to God.  This is the offering up of ourselves; it is co-crucifixion with Messiah.  It is a dynamic reality that happens in our hearts.  It is making Yeshua Lord of our life and truly becoming an overcomer.

Someone might say “this is a very deep teaching but does it really fulfill laws of giving such as redemption money and tithing?”  We must understand that in giving ourselves to God it naturally includes those things that belong to ourselves - our possessions.  God now owns us and therefore He directly owns what we own.  If He doesn’t own us in this way, He doesn’t own our possessions and we tithe, which is to give just a token of our possessions.  When a person relies on tithing in order to be pleasing to God, he is saying in effect that God doesn’t own him in this total way.  He is saying that he hasn’t given himself totally to God so therefore he is giving a token of his income over to God.

The Old Covenant did not require this radical self-denial or consecration of self.  Therefore, the people were required to give a token of their possessions to God and He would bless them.  But now, through New Testament consecration, God owns us in this special way and owns 100% of our possessions.  He speaks to us and leads us by His Spirit as to how He wants to use us and our (His) possessions.  So God has got not 10% but 100%.

When you truly lay your soul-life down on the cross you enter into a supernatural state of continual giving of yourself to God.  In this state of consecration, you are also at rest in Messiah.  This is the Sabbath rest in Messiah that we discussed at length in the previous section.  The total Sabbath rest and total 100% giving are just two aspects of the victorious overcoming life that we enter by means of the cross.  We draw near to God in this heart to heart relationship of love.

Now let’s briefly consider the law requiring the payment of ransom money.  In Exodus 30:11-16 we read that each Israelite 20 years old and above was to pay a ransom of half a shekel for his soul.  That’s right, a ransom for his soul.  The Hebrew word translated “soul” in the statement “give a ransom for his soul” is the word “nephesh”.  Nephesh is the Hebrew equivalent of the Greek word psuche, meaning soul.  Again, this ransom money given before the census, was merely a token.  It is not required in the New Testament because we are in the fulfillment where no token but rather the all is required.  The ransom was given before the census that counted the fighting men so they could be mustered for battle.  In the reality of fullness in Messiah each of us must give all of our self life to Him in order to be mustered for the great battle of the ages.

Yeshua, in Matthew 16:26, asks “What shall a man give in exchange for his soul?”  There is no amount of money that one can give in exchange for it.  No token will suffice.  Give your natural soul to Him on the cross.  Give your soul in exchange for your soul!  The renewed pure soul that God gives back to you is truly your soul.  It is pure and delights in submitting itself to the reborn spirit.  The old natural soul belonged to you but was not compatible with your spirit.  Exchange it for the soul that is truly your soul.

In Deuteronomy 26 we see the lovely picture of each person bringing in a basket of the first fruits of the land.  The priest takes the basket and sets it down in front of the altar.  The altar is a type of the cross.  The “first fruits of the land” stands for the fact that we must seek God with the first and best of our time, energy and ambition.  Only in self-denial do we truly put God first.  Unless we come to the cross, the things of self invariably take first place in our lives.  In denying ourselves we seek first His kingdom and His righteousness and all things are added unto us (Mt. 6:33).

There is a law of reciprocity regarding self-denial.  Give and it will be given unto you (Luke 6:38).  Sow to the Spirit and reap eternal life (Gal. 6:8).  Give your life, gain it back a hundredfold renewed!

But beware, this law of reciprocity is a sword that cuts two ways.  Hang onto your life and you lose it!  Many people try to give themselves to God but not by way of the cross.  They dedicate or commit themselves to God in a superficial way, like a bloodless sacrifice, then give their tithe as a token.  This is not a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God.  It doesn’t result in the renewing of the mind.  They are content to give God only the type and shadow, a tithe of their income.  They lose their life, their heart, even though they reap their tithe a hundredfold.  What does it profit a man if he gains the whole world financially yet loses his soul?  I don’t think Yeshua meant that a person loses his salvation if he loses his life in this sense.  What the person loses is the ability to go on to the higher calling in God and he or she loses the blessings and glory of the renewed soul life.

Why must our soul-life die?  It must die because it is so terrible.  God’s way of redemption for the spirit, soul and body is death and rebirth for each part.  For the spirit man, we read in 2 Cor. 5:17 “if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”  This verse has to be talking about the rebirth of your human spirit.  The old things of your body did not pass away and then become new.  We didn’t get new bodies on the day we got saved!  It was your spirit that passed away and became new.  Your reborn spirit is already righteous, it is already a new creature, not just in a judicial sense but as an experiential fact of present reality.  Your soul-life did not pass away and become totally new when you got born again.  How do we know this?  It is obvious because your soul is still capable of sinning.  First John 3:9 says that whosoever is born of God does not commit sin.  Such a one cannot sin because he is born of God.  Your spirit is born again and cannot sin but your soul is still capable of sin.  Notice also in Second Corinthians 5:17 that your spirit had to pass away before it could become new.  Your spirit had to come to Messiah and be crucified with Messiah.  Your spirit had to die to be resurrected which is to be reborn unto everlasting life.  This is all accomplished by faith in Messiah who does this glorious work in our hearts.  Your soul also must come to the cross and die and be raised from the dead unto everlasting life.  Your spirit was saved all at once, but God has so designed it that your soul is to be saved gradually over the entire lifetime of the believer’s walk with Messiah.  We must take up the cross daily as Yeshua has said.  It is not a once and for all transforming experience but rather, our souls are “renewed day by day” (2 Cor. 4:16).

What about our bodies? How shall our bodies be saved? As with your spirit and your soul, so also your body must be put to death and raised from the dead.  We read in First Corinthians 15:52 “the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.”  The body is born again at the resurrection when, after experiencing death, it is quickened into a glorified, sinless, incorruptible state.  For those of us who do not go by way of the grave but remain unto the coming of the Lord, the above verse says that we shall be changed.  In this case your physical, mortal body will instantly, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, pass through death and be immediately quickened with resurrection life and be perfect, glorified and sinless.

Salvation begins with the rebirth of the spirit and ends with the resurrection of the body in a glorified state.  Between these magnificent events is the battleground of our walk in Messiah.  This is what we are concerned about now: the day by day taking up of our cross and following Yeshua.  This is soul salvation.  It is the overcoming life.  It is a constant process of renewal.  Self-denial is a step of faith that many, many believers never bother to take in a consistent way.

“He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God and he shall be my son” (Rev. 21:7).  In Revelation chapters 2 and 3, the great promises of reward are made to the overcomers.  The overcomers are those who take up their cross and follow Yeshua.  Only those who take up their cross and follow Him are His true disciples (Lu. 14:27).  Salvation is a gift but the high calling of God is the prize that we press on toward in Messiah Yeshua (Phil. 3:14). “To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne” (Rev. 3:21).The Bible teaches that the whole creation eagerly awaits “the manifestation of the sons of God” (Romans 8:19). All Christians are sons of God but those sons who are manifested (revealed) in this special, powerful way are the overcomers. For a fuller treatment of how to become an overcomer see my book titled The Cross, Self-Denial and the Manifestation of the Sons of God which is available for free download from my website at www.gracelawandsonship.com.

The religious systems have often corrupted the pure message of biblical self-denial.  They have characterized it as denying only the “bad” things of the self life.  They’ve taught it as making oneself miserable in striving to be obedient or they’ve sloughed it off altogether and ignore it or explain it away.  Some groups even take the cross literally and say that physical affliction is the cross.  However, the cross can be understood as the place where we present our souls to Messiah and in doing this we present not only the bad things of the self-life, but also the good things.

Tribulation itself is not the cross.  Nevertheless, affliction, rejection and failure are used to break us and bind us in order to bring us to the place of surrender (Rom. 5:3-5; James. 1:2-4).  Trials bring us to the cross.  We must not make tribulation an end in itself.  At the cross we suffer with Yeshua in the giving up of ourselves and all we possess.  It is only in experiencing this true suffering, this conformity to His death that we are enabled to manifest His life.  In this resurrection life we walk as Yeshua walked, not only in personal holiness, but also in power over creation (Phil. 3:8-14).

If we, in humility, continually stay in the state of yieldedness at the cross we don’t need a thorn in the flesh to buffet us into that place of surrender.  It is a sad fact however that most believers when sensing a measure of victory tend to become arrogant.  Therefore we must be diligent in humility in presenting ourselves to Him.

            Taking up your cross daily is how you “work out your own salvation with fear and trembling” (Phil. 2:12). And remember “it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure” (Phil.2:13 NASB).

Calvary was the summation of everything negative in the universe.  Yeshua took upon Himself all the sin, disease, decay, poverty and sorrow that there is.  We take up our cross, which is the place of surrender, where all of our negative natural life (even our “good” deeds are filthy rags) is presented and crucified.  Yeshua, our great High Priest, speaks His word, sharper than any two-edged sword, dividing asunder soul and spirit.  The soul without the spirit is dead in the same way that the body without the spirit is dead (Heb. 4:12; Ja. 2:26).  This is the death of self not merely the denial of the things or deeds of self.  Denying the things of self is mere self-discipline.  Once this separation of soul from spirit has occurred in our lives we can receive with meekness the implanted word which is able to save (deliver, renew) our souls (Ja. 1:21).

This is a real work done by Messiah in our hearts.  Rather than simple mental assent which uses the mind to increase the level of self-discipline, this is a work done in the heart that changes and renews the nature of the soul.  The Word of God is implanted in the soul which enables the soul to submit to the reborn spirit and bear spiritual fruit such as love, joy and peace.  This enables us to actually experience in our walk the reality of Messiah living in us, becoming for us our righteousness and holiness (I Cor. 1:30).

Daily we present ourselves to Him.  We present ourselves, Yeshua takes over from there.  He, as High Priest, divides the sacrifice.  In order to present ourselves we must first count the cost.  It costs us everything.  It costs us our lives and also the things of our self-lives.  We must present to Yeshua our families: parents, brothers, sisters, spouse, children.  We must present our careers, our hobbies and material possessions.  We must present our goals, ambitions, desires and affections.  We must abandon these things and whatever rights we have to them, presenting all on the altar of the cross, letting Yeshua do with them what He will.

Indeed, the cross is an altar.  We must never take back any of these things or even our own lives from the altar.  Allow only Yeshua to raise up your life and the things you once held dear.  He gives you back your family restored with agapao love.  He gives you back your career with new meaning.  Or, He may tell you to leave all, give all you have to the poor and serve Him in a far country.  Each of us must totally trust Him.  He knows what is best for His kingdom and for us.  He changes our desires so that we desire Him first. We must also give up all areas of sin in our lives.  Our pride, jealousy, envy, lust, bitterness and whatever else must be laid down on the cross.

It is because Yeshua, as our forerunner, did the work on Calvary that we are even able to be crucified with Him.  We must acknowledge our total dependence on him as High Priest.

The exchanged life yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness: a change in attitude, the fruit of the Spirit, heavenly mindedness, meekness, seeing God in all circumstances.  It is not that we are willing to die for Messiah or that we are going to die for Him but rather that we live as people who have already died.  A dead man has no plans of his own - no selfish ambitions.  A dead man faces in only one direction and can’t look back.  A dead man can’t sin, because death has freed him from sin (Ro. 6:7).   When we present ourselves to Yeshua He will kill us, because He can live through us only if we die.

Death is defeat and inability in the utmost extreme.  Yet, it is in this death, this death with Messiah, that sin must release its grip upon us.  Self-denial gets to the root of sin.  When the root is cut the branches whither.  Only in the crucified life can we turn the other cheek or go the extra mile (Mat 5:39-41).  Only in this state do we immediately forgive from the heart.  This is not a life of passively taking insults but is the dynamic of overcoming evil with good.  We must never forget that Yeshua, who said to turn the other cheek and who was silent before His accusers is the same Yeshua who aggressively cleared the temple courts using a whip He made out of cords. Every situation requires a unique response.  Messiah living through us responds in His perfect and appropriate way without guile or a vengeful spirit.

A man’s god is that to which he pours out his life.  If he gives his all to his career, his career is his idol.  God permits no idols.  He will not permit us to idolize even our families.  Failure to lay your self-life down is idolatry.  It is putting the god of self before God.

Self-denial is a crisis of commitment, leading to a life of commitment in which one realizes by divine revelation that he has died, his earthly life is over and therefore he looks only to the heavenly life.  “He that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin; that he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God” (I Pet. 4:1-2).  This is deliverance from sin.  “We, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness” (I Pet. 2:24)

Self-denial is the doctrine of co-crucifixion.  It is being able to say with Paul “I am crucified with Christ (lost his life): nevertheless I live (gained his life); yet not I (not Paul’s natural life), but Christ liveth in me (Messiah’s life in his soul)” (Gal. 2:20).  Soul salvation means being crucified with Messiah.  That is why we need the cross: the ultimate summation of negative.  God then raises us up with Messiah to make us the ultimate summation of positive in the universe.

Yeshua, as the Lamb of God, fulfilled the blood sacrifice laws by offering Himself for crucifixion.  When we offer ourselves for crucifixion with Messiah we not only join with Him in fulfillment of blood sacrifice laws but also fulfill all the laws of compulsory giving.  Therefore self-denial encompasses the fulfillment of many Old Testament commands of which tithing is but one.  Self-denial is central to the fulfilling of the Law and central to God’s plan for the church and God’s plan for the ages.

Crucifixion with Messiah is a baptism in fire.  Yeshua, who baptizes us in the Holy Spirit also baptizes us in fire (Lu. 3:16).  Fire speaks of judgment.  The cross is the ultimate judgment.  At the cross everything of the Adamic nature is cut off to die.  By way of illustration we read in Joshua that the waters of the Jordan were held back and completely cut off at a city called Adam (Joshua 3:16).  This baptism in fire (self-denial) is the baptism, not of crossing the Red Sea under the cloud (I Cor. 10:1-2) which corresponds to spirit salvation, but is the baptism of crossing the Jordan into the promised land (Joshua 3:15-17) which corresponds to soul salvation.

Yeshua Himself was baptized in water and was baptized in the Holy Spirit (Luke 3:21-22).  Yet He spoke of another baptism He was to undergo and that we also are to undergo this baptism (Lu. 12:50; Mk. 10:39).  Yeshua was of course referring to the baptism of his death, burial and resurrection from the dead.  The way we join Yeshua in this baptism is by being crucified with Him and raised with Him.  Self-denial is, therefore, an actual baptism into death for the soul whereby we enter into a higher realm of glory to conquer God’s enemies and establish His kingdom.  These three baptisms: water, the Holy Spirit and fire are one in Messiah (Eph. 4:5) because all three are related to His work, that is, His death, resurrection and glorification.

WHERE AND HOW IS OUR MONEY TO BE GIVEN?

In this section we have explored in some depth the fulfillment of the law of tithing, and how in Messiah we are to enter into a state of continual, total giving of one’s whole self including all of one’s material possessions.  In the previous section regarding the Sabbath we explored how in Messiah we must enter into a state of continual, total rest or cessation from our own works that proceed from the self-life (unsaved soul realm).  This writer does not claim to be operating in full maturity in these areas.  Like Paul, I say “Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after ... I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:12, 14).  Let me emphasize, however, that though I am not yet perfect I do not try to perfect myself by keeping the literal law of tithing which is only a shadow of its fulfillment in Messiah.  We must all let go of the shadow and press on to greater and greater maturity in Messiah and thereby fulfill the true spiritual intent of the Law.  Galatians 5:1-4 clearly shows that we must let go of the literal Law and then verse five says “we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith.”
With this in mind, let us now consider some very practical aspects of how we, as New Covenant believers, are to give money to provide for the Lord’s work.

The New Testament is abundantly clear on how pastors are to be supported.  I Cor. 9:14 says “the Lord directed those who proclaim the gospel to get their living from the gospel” (NASB).  In I Tim. 5:17 the Apostle Paul states that elders who rule well are to be considered worthy of double honor, especially those that labor in the word and in doctrine.  This verse seems to describe a full time elder or pastor who is supported by the church in order to give his undivided attention to the ministry.  He is worthy of double honor which is to say he is worthy of the honor of having the people respect him as well as being worthy of the additional honor of financial support.  The very next verse in this passage goes on to tell exactly how this pastor is to be supported.

I Tim. 5:18 says “For the scripture saith, ‘Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn.’ And, ‘The laborer is worthy of his reward’.”  You will notice that Paul quotes both from the Old Covenant Law and from the words of Yeshua.  It was Yeshua who said “the laborer is worthy of his reward” referring to the twelve disciples when He sent them out in Matthew Chapter 10.  You will also notice that in quoting the Old Covenant Law Paul does not make mention of any of the many commands to tithe.  The laws of tithing are conspicuous by their absence.  Paul does not compare local church elders to the Levites or to Aaron or to Melchisedec but rather to the lowly ox.  The ox in scripture speaks of the servant realm.  In Revelation 4:7, the second living creature had the face of a calf which is similar to an ox.  The four gospels correspond symbolically to the four creatures of Rev. 4:7 as follows: Matthew/lion; Mark/ox; Luke/man; and John/eagle.  The gospel of Mark (corresponding to the ox) reveals Yeshua as the faithful servant.  Mark placed special emphasis on Yeshua’s obedience to the Father.  Ministers, therefore, are to be like oxen which is to say they are to be humble servants.

In Old Testament times oxen were used to walk over the freshly harvested grain in order to crush the stalks and heads of grain so that the chaff could be separated from the edible wheat seed.  The law required that the ox not be muzzled so that as the ox worked he could occasionally bend down and eat some of the grain.  In this way the ox got a share of the grain over which he labored.

In drawing his example from the way the Law provided for oxen, Paul accomplished two things: he showed that preachers of the gospel should fulfill their ministry with a humble and willing servant’s heart and he showed that no precise percentage of the saints’ income must go to support their pastors.  Let’s look again at the saying of Yeshua: “the laborer is worthy of his reward.”  A laborer is definitely in the servant realm.  He did not say the “foreman” or “boss” or “landlord” or “prince” or “king” or “overseer” is worthy of his wages.  Yeshua said to His disciples “whoever wishes to be great among you shall be your servant; and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be slave of all” (MK 10:43-44 NASB).

We elders are to be the humble servants of the people of God.  We must not demand a certain percentage of the church members’ income.  It is bad enough that a pastor teaches his church to tithe.  How much worse when a pastor commands the church to pay the tithes to himself.  II Cor. 9:7 teaches that the people must give freely as they have chosen in their own hearts and not out of compulsion or force.  God loves a cheerful giver.  Exodus 35:21-36:7 indicates that the materials and labor to construct the Tabernacle of Moses were all freely given by the people and, in fact, the people gave so much that a command had to be issued telling them to stop giving.

The days of dumping one’s tithe on the local church are over.  Those who strive for the higher calling, the fullness of sonship, must learn God’s ways and hear His voice, not only in giving but in all areas of life.

Some erroneously say to start your giving at 10% and go on from there as God leads.  But I say don’t start at legalism.  Don’t start at a formula.  There are no formulas for any area of the Christian life.  We live by the Spirit.  Formulas are of the Law. Why is it that there’s a formula (10%) for giving to the local church but no formula for giving to other Christian organizations or missionaries?  Rather than starting your giving at 10%, start hearing from God.  He will tell us what to give to the local church as well as to other ministries.

Start your giving at zero percent.  Trust totally in God to direct you as to when, where and how much to give.  As in our Sabbath rest in Messiah wherein we work from rest, so also in fulfilling the laws of giving, we give starting at zero.  We rely on God from start to finish to direct us and enable us to give cheerfully.

A man once said that when he didn’t tithe but simply gave out of the abundance of his heart the percentage of his income that was given amounted to only about three or four percent.  What is the answer to such a problem as this?  Should we tell the man to tithe?  No.  Tithing won’t solve the man’s problem; in fact, it will only hide the problem.  What the man needs is to have his heart enlarged.  The only person who can enlarge that man’s heart is Messiah.  If a legalistic pastor were to tell that man that he is obligated to tithe, the man’s giving would increase but his underlying stinginess would not be corrected.  The man would still be stingy and he’d simply be hiding his stinginess behind a self-righteous, fleshly effort of giving ten percent of his income.  Tithing then becomes a fig leaf.  It’s a religious work to hide a sinful heart.  True spirituality begins at changing the sinful heart.  A religious, legalistic attitude interferes with the working of true spirituality.  Religion is the greatest enemy of true spirituality.  The good is the greatest enemy of the perfect.  Throw away the fig leaf; come to Messiah and He will clothe you with the robe of righteousness.

What the man really needs is heart surgery by the Spirit to create in him a generous heart.  This is accomplished at the cross where the old, stingy self-life is laid down and given over to death so that it can be raised up renewed with resurrection life to bear the fruit of righteous generosity.  If he were to hang on to his old self-righteous keeping of the literal law of tithing, he would never see his need to come to the cross.  He would say that the old wine is good enough.

When a man does see his own stinginess and surrenders it at the cross, he will have his heart enlarged so that he can give generously out of the abundance of his heart.  He will give a larger percentage of his income and it will not be burdensome.  The Lord will bless his giving with abundant prosperity.  “He which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.  Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver” (II Cor. 9:6-7).

The infilling of the Holy Spirit is the new wine.  We must be led of the Spirit in our giving.  The command to lay down our lives on the cross first, surrendering one hundred percent of ourselves to Messiah, is the new wineskin.  Let’s put the new wine in the new wineskin.  If we put the new wine of the Spirit in the old wineskin of the law of tithing, that wineskin will break and the joy of the Spirit will not be present in our giving.  The law of tithing cannot contain the fullness of the Spirit.

Some people say that tithers always prosper and everyone in the church should tithe because prosperity is a sign of God’s approval.  There is no doubt that many tithers prosper but remember that any level of giving will bring a prosperous return.  Yeshua said “Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom” (Lu. 6:38).  The verse doesn’t stop there however, it continues “For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.”  The point is this: if you give ten percent of your income you get a return on giving ten percent of your monetary income and this is good.  If, on the other hand, you give one hundred percent of your self (which includes one hundred percent of your possessions and all of your income) and you lay it all down on the cross, then you get a return on one hundred percent and this is perfection.  The greatest enemy of the perfect is the good.  Let’s let go of the good and move into perfection.

I conclude this section with an experiential testimony.  It concerns a pastor that I know very well and with whom I shared this message of how tithing is fulfilled in self-denial.  He and his wife went to the Lord in prayer and asked for $5,000 to meet certain specific needs.  The next day they got a $500 check in the mail from an unexpected source.  He was on his way to his church, planning to testify of this dramatic yet partial answer to their prayers, when God spoke to him and said, “If you tithe to Me, I’ll tithe to you, but if you give Me all, I’ll give you all.”  Notice that the $500 check he received is exactly 10% of the $5000 he requested.  God had tithed to him.  To get a surprise $500 in the mail is a great blessing but if your need is for $5000 it leaves something to be desired.  Evidently God was challenging him to go on to a greater level of consecration.  God wanted this pastor to daily recommit himself in the way we have discussed in this chapter, which is the unconditional surrender called self-denial.  This pastor told me that God would never let him preach on tithing yet during his time at his church the total donations tripled!

 
OLD WINESKIN: DIETARY LAWS

The old wineskin which is the literal Law of Moses prohibited the eating of certain foods.  The new wineskin,  the Law of Messiah says “What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common” (Acts 10:15).  By the new wine of the Holy Spirit we eat all food with joy and thankfulness.  “For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving” (I Tim. 4:4).

Since we discussed the meaning of Peter’s vision (Acts 10:10-16) in chapter one, there is no need to repeat it here.  I will point out in passing, however, that in Acts 10:15 it says that God has cleansed the items that Peter saw in his vision.  This is a reference to the fact that all creation, not only mankind, but also plant and animal life was redeemed through Messiah’s death at Calvary. We are all familiar with Isaiah 11:6-9 which speaks of the wolf dwelling with the lamb in the future glory of God’s kingdom. In the New Testament Romans 8:21 tells of the coming time when all creation will be set free from its slavery to corruption. The full manifestation of the redemption of plants and animals is yet future but the fact of their cleansing in a judicial sense is a present reality.  All creation has been cleansed in God’s sight, so therefore there is no ceremonial restriction against eating certain foods.

Since we died to the Law of Moses through the body of Messiah (Ro. 7:4), its ceremonial dietary restrictions don’t apply to us anymore.  We are of the new creation. We have died and been raised with Messiah.

The dietary laws of the Law of Moses, recorded in Leviticus chapter eleven and in other places in the Old Testament, are very health promoting.  Many people voluntarily follow these laws reasoning that it is not right for a child of God to abuse his body by eating pork, etc.  I would counter that to eat an occasional small amount of pork is not a sinful abuse of the body.  God certainly had more in mind than health when He instituted the Levitical dietary laws.  If God had the health of the people foremost in mind, why didn’t He forbid the eating of poisonous or intoxicating herbs, such as cannibus and nightshade?  Why did He confine the prohibitions just to animal life?  Why didn’t God command them to get a certain number of hours of sleep etc.?  The dietary laws were not given primarily for health reasons but for ceremonial symbolic purposes to point to and illustrate the reality that we are to experience in Messiah.

In Matthew 15:20, Yeshua said that to eat with unwashed hands does not defile a man.  We all know that washing one’s hands before one eats is a good health promoting practice but the Pharisees had attached a legal requirement to the act.  The Pharisees had instituted a ceremonial requirement of cleansing before one could eat.  Yeshua was saying that this ceremonial requirement was invalid.  Yeshua was not addressing health related issues at all, but was addressing the issue of how a person could approach God.  In other words, if a person were to eat with dirty hands he might ingest germs and foreign matter but it will in no way defile him in his approach to God.  In the same way, now, after Calvary, eating pork may not be good for your body but it will not grieve the Holy Spirit or hinder the spiritual aspect of your walk with God.

What then is the new wineskin?  What is the reality in Messiah that the old dietary laws foreshadowed?  In Messiah, we do not abstain from literal swine’s flesh but we do keep our distance from swinelike people.  In Matthew 7:6 we are told to cast not our pearls before swine.  In II Cor. 6:14 we are told to not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers.  In I Cor. 5:13 we are told to excommunicate unrepentant sinners from the church.  The old dietary laws forbade eating scavengers like vultures that eat dead things.  This shows us that now, in our New Covenant walk, we are to abhor things of this world which minister death or derive from death.  This means we are to keep separate from the occult and occult influences no matter how subtle.  We must not receive instruction or guidance from demons.  We are to exercise authority in the name of Yeshua over demons and cast them out.   Greater is He who is in us than he that is in the world (I John 4:4).

Cattle and sheep were clean animals under the dietary laws.  These animals had cloven (divided) hooves and they chewed the cud.  The cloven hoof represents a rightly divided walk, a separation from the world and a separation unto God.  A cloven hoof also speaks of the fact that we must experience the dividing of soul from spirit (Heb. 4:12) which is accomplished at the cross.  This laying down of the soulish, carnal mind will enable us to rightly divide the Word of truth (2 Tim. 2:15) so that we can discern the Lord’s will.

The chewing of the cud is symbolic of meditating on the Word.  We are to rightly divide the Word (applying correct passages to situations) by meditating on it.  Let me point out that the correct dividing of the Word is most importantly to divide the Word into that which is Old Covenant symbol as separate from that which is New Covenant reality.  New Covenant reality is what we must flow in the Spirit to keep today.  We must meditate on the Word, by the Spirit, to discern this.

Let me close this section with the following passage from Hebrews: “Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines (Legalism).  For it is a good thing that the heart be established with grace; not with meats, which have not profited them that have been occupied therein” (Heb. 13:9).

It is my earnest hope that the reader has discerned in this chapter on new vs. old wineskins that born again believers in Yeshua do keep the Law of Moses down to the very last jot and tittle.  We do keep the Sabbath, we do tithe, we do observe the dietary laws but we do it not in the old literal way.  We walk by the Spirit to keep the fulfillment of Sabbath, tithes and dietary laws.  We do it in fulfillment reality in Messiah. The literal Law is but a shadow, the substance is of Messiah.  This is the only way to keep the Law acceptably before God.  This is the intent of the Law and this is how we uphold the Law.  

CHAPTER THREE

 
WILL ANIMAL SACRIFICES BE OFFERED IN A MILLENIAL TEMPLE?

Yeshua is coming back to earth in His literal, physical, glorified body.  He shall be king over Israel and we shall reign with Him for 1,000 years (Rev. 20:6).  The Nation of Israel shall receive her allotment of land in the Middle East and shall be first among the nations.  All of the other nations shall receive their inheritance of land and live within their set boundaries.  All of the nations of the earth shall submit to the lordship of Yeshua Messiah.  The people shall walk in the light of the Lord.  They shall keep the commandments of God in the fullness of reality in Messiah.  No one will feel obligated to keep the literal Law of Moses.

There are some who teach that in the coming millenial age animal sacrifices will be offered in a millenial temple as “memorials” of the sacrifice of Yeshua on Calvary.  While it is true that the nations shall go up to Jerusalem during the millenium, it will not be for the keeping of the literal animal blood sacrifice laws.  Ralph Woodrow - of Riverside, California - has written and published a booklet that addresses this issue entitled Does The Bible Teach A Jewish-Type Millenium?  The following is a quotation of several paragraphs from this work:

There is a gate in the eastern wall of Jerusalem which has been closed - apparently for centuries.  Some teach it will finally be opened for Messiah to pass through into Jerusalem at his second coming.  Typical of this viewpoint is the following statement from a widely read religious magazine: “Across from the Mount of Olives is the East Gate of Jerusalem.  It has been sealed for centuries as Ezekiel predicted, and will remain so until the Messiah’s return.  It is through the East Gate, the prophets say, that Yeshua Messiah will enter.”

However, only a very little investigation is required to determine that (1)the gate Ezekiel mentioned has nothing to do with the present gate referred to by this name in Jerusalem, and (2) the “prince” that Ezekiel mentioned is not Yeshua Messiah.

“This gate shall be shut, it shall not be opened, and no man shall enter in by it ... it is for the prince” - said Ezekiel (Ezekiel 44: 1-3).  But this gate was “the gate of the outward SANCTUARY which looketh toward the east.”  It was a gate linked with a TEMPLE in Ezekiel’s vision - not merely a gate in an old wall of present-day Jerusalem!  The measurements and details are not the same (Ez. 40: 6-16).  There is no connection whatsoever between the two.

To believe that the “prince” that would pass through this gate is Yeshua Messiah - and that at his second coming - is even more inconsistent.  Notice what Ezekiel says about this prince: “And it shall be the prince’s part to give burnt offerings, and meat offerings, and drink offerings ... he shall prepare the sin offering ... to make reconciliation for the house of Israel” (Ez. 45:17).  Imagine Yeshua - after paying the full price for sins at Calvary - coming back and offering such things as animal sacrifices to make a reconciliation!  In the light of the New Testament, a conclusion such as this is absurd.  Messiah has already made reconciliation for Israel - and the whole world as well!

But notice further.  Not only was this “prince” of Ezekiel’s vision to offer animal sacrifices for others, but for HIS OWN SINS as well!  “And upon that day shall the prince prepare FOR HIMSELF and for all the people of the land a bullock for a SIN offering” (Ez. 45:22).  This could not refer to Messiah, for he “needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people’s” (Heb. 7:27).  Messiah did not sin (I Peter 2:22).

Ezekiel explained WHEN the gate was to be shut - during the six working days and opened on the sabbath and new moons for the prince (Ez. 46:1,2).  Nothing is said about a gate being shut for centuries!  The prince would worship as he stood by the post of the gate and would offer six lambs and a ram (verse 4).  Instruction about the prince giving inheritance to his sons is given in Ezekiel 46:16-18.  Clearly this was a human prince.

To try to apply such references in Ezekiel to Yeshua Messiah - in a literalistic way - is highly carnal.  Nevertheless, people who ought to know better keep talking about the east gate over in Jerusalem right now - sealed up - just waiting for the Messiah to come, open it up, and pass through like Ezekiel predicted!  It makes an interesting story for guides to tell on holy land tours, but it is not true.

What, then, is the meaning of the temple with which this gate was associated in the closing chapters of Ezekiel?. . . . .

Some believe the temple built after the captivity failed to fully measure up to the grand scale of Ezekiel’s prophecy, because a total fulfillment was conditioned on a total obedience.  That a conditional element was a part of this prophecy is definitely indicated by such wording as : “Thou son of man, shew the house to the house of Israel, that they may be ashamed of their iniquities: and let them measure the pattern.  And IF they be ashamed of all that they have done, shew them the form of the house, and the fashion thereof” (Ez. 43:10,11).

Others feel this description must be understood in a spiritual sense.  But whatever the correct view may be, it is clear that this portion does not refer to a literal temple of the future for the following reasons:

· IF EZEKIEL WAS DESCRIBING A LITERAL TEMPLE AND WORSHIP OF THE FUTURE, IT WOULD MEAN A RETURN TO THE RITUALS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT.  Priests would have to observe the elaborate ritual of changing garments (Ez. 44:19).  They would wear only linen, linen bonnets and linen breeches - no wool (Ez. 44:17,18).  Only priests could approach the holy place (Ez. 42:13,14).  Since the New Testament pictures ALL believers as now having access to God (Heb. 10:19,20), and ALL being a part of a “royal priesthood” (1 Peter 2:9), a return to a limited priesthood and the rituals of the Mosaic system would be going BACKWARDS......

· IF EZEKIEL WAS DESCRIBING A LITERAL TEMPLE AND WORSHIP OF THE FUTURE, IT WOULD MEAN A RETURN TO CIRCUMCISION.  The reader should carefully notice that Ezekiel’s message cannot be limited to circumcision of the heart.  It plainly says: “No stranger, uncircumcised in heart, nor uncircumcised IN FLESH, shall enter into my sanctuary” (Ez. 44:9).  If fleshly circumcision will be a religious requirement in the future, then the New Testament message that “in Yeshua Messiah neither circumcision availeth anything, nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love” (Gal. 5:6) would have absolutely no valid meaning.

· IF EZEKIEL WAS DESCRIBING A LITERAL TEMPLE AND WORSHIP OF THE FUTURE, THEN ANIMALS WILL AGAIN BE OFFERED AS SACRIFICES FOR SIN!  Priests would slay the burnt offering, the sin offering, and the trespass offering (Ez. 40:38,39) and sprinkle the blood on the altar (Ezekiel 43:18).

Notice the following quotations: “Seven days shalt thou prepare every day a goat for a SIN offering; they shall also prepare a young bullock, and a ram out of the flock, without blemish ... the priests shall make your burnt offerings upon the altar ... and I will accept you, saith the Lord” (Ez. 43:25, 27).  “Thou shalt daily prepare a burnt offering unto the Lord of a lamb” (Ez. 46:13) and by sacrificing lambs, “reconciliation” will be made for the people (Ezekiel 45:15).

Is it necessary that I point out that all of this, if intended for some future temple, is absolutely and utterly contrary to the teachings of the New Testament?  When men have already been “RECONCILED to God by the death of his Son” (Rom. 5:10), what possible purpose could there be to offer lambs every day in some future age?  It is repulsive.”    (Used by permission.)


THE CONDITIONAL NATURE OF PROPHECY

In the above excerpt, Ralph Woodrow alluded to the conditional element of Ezekiel’s prophecy when he quoted Ezekiel, 43:10-11.  Ezekiel, who wrote during the Babylonian captivity, prophesied of a glorious and spectacular restoration of the nation of Israel.  He spoke of a great national revival and resurrection from the “valley of dry bones” (Ez. chapters 36 and 37).  He prophesied of the reunion of Judah and Israel and restoration of the Davidic dynasty (Ez. 37:15-28).  He prophesied of the destruction of Israel’s enemies Gog and Magog (Ez. chapters 38 and 39).  He saw the dimensions of the temple that Israel was commanded to build (Ez. chapters 40-42).  He saw the glory of God returning (Ez. chapter 43).  He saw a restored priesthood headed by a somewhat mysterious individual called the “Prince” (Ez. chapter 44).  He gave detailed instructions on sacrifices and even prescribed additional sacrifices to be offered at the Passover and feast of Unleavened Bread (sacrifices not commanded or forbidden in the books of Moses) (Ez. chapter 45). Ezekiel prescribed boundaries and division of the land different from the allotment found in the book of Joshua (Ez. chapters 47 and 48).  But all of this was, of course, conditioned on Israel’s repentance and return to God with all of their hearts.  Unfortunately, such a repentance was not forthcoming.

Leviticus 26:33-45 prophesied the exile and regathering of Israel centuries in advance.  Verses 40 to 42 of this passage clearly show that the regathering of Israel was conditioned on their repentance. Prophecy is not the same as prediction.  Most prophesies are conditional.  A very clear example of the conditional element of prophecy is found in the book of Jonah.  A prophetic pronouncement of the destruction of Nineveh in “40 days” was reversed because of their humble repentance of the Ninevites.  Jeremiah 18:7-10 also clearly defines the conditional nature of prophecy.

Daniel, the other exilic prophet, who wrote after Ezekiel (and in fact lived past the 70 years of captivity) prophesied a very different outcome than did Ezekiel.  He saw no restoration of the throne of David in the intertestamental period but saw Israel as a vassal state, persecuted, afflicted and denigrated by the caprices of Grecian kings.  

This is graphically described in Daniel chapters 11 and 12.  There is, of course, prophecy of God’s protection and intervention but nothing to compare with Ezekiel’s panoramic view of a fabulously restored Israel.

Israel was just emerging from 70 years of exile and desolation.  Daniel saw 70 “sevens” (490 years) in which Israel must “finish the transgression” (Dan. 9:24).  It was as if God had said “if ye will not yet for all this hearken unto me, then I will punish you seven times more for your sins” (Lev. 26:18).  The 490 years are seven times longer than the 70 years of Babylonian captivity.  So Israel suffered for 483 years (69 sevens) then in the 70th seven Messiah came “to make reconciliation for iniquity” (Dan. 9:24).  In the middle of the 70th seven Israel rejected and “cut off” Messiah.  At this point God could have annihilated Israel but in His great mercy He stopped the clock and allowed for “the times of the Gentiles” (Lu. 21:24).  Compare it to a sporting event in which the game clock runs only when the ball is in play.  Israel (the ball) has not been in play for nearly 2,000 years because she rejected her King.  When the times of the Gentiles are over, the countdown continues and the second half of the 70th seven (= 3 ½ years or 42 months  Rev. 13:5) will be “Jacob’s trouble” (Jer. 30:7).  Israel will be purged during this time but at the end of it Messiah will come and reveal Himself to Israel and all Israel will be saved.  We read of this in Zechariah chapters 12 to 14.  Everlasting righteousness shall be brought in, Messiah shall be anointed King of Israel and Israel shall be the head of all nations.  We must pray for Israel that as many of her people as possible survive till the end of the 1,335 days and enter the millenium of peace (Dan. 12:12).

The historical facts are that only a small remnant of Israel returned after the captivity.  Esther 3:8 speaks of Jews as being scattered in all the provinces of the Persian empire.  Those Jews who did return to the land exhibited a rather mediocre repentance as we can deduce from what we read in the restoration prophets: Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi.  Pre-exilic Israel fell off the left side of the road into idolatry and lawlessness.  Post-exilic Israel got back on the road only to fall off the right side into empty religious ritual and Pharisaic hypocrisy.  They went from worship of Baal to the worship of the Torah itself to the neglect of God who gave the Torah.  This rigid legalism of the Pharisees ultimately led to their rejection of Messiah and the rescattering of Israel in 70 A.D.

            While in captivity in Babylon the Jewish people picked up some Babylonian customs. The Jews adopted the Babylonian calendar who’s first month is Tishri in the Fall. That month is the seventh month in the biblical Hebrew calendar and its biblical name is Etanim (I Kings 8:2). The biblical Hebrew calendar begins with the month, Abib, in the Spring (Exodus 12:2). The name Abib was dropped in favor of the Babylonian Nisan. The Israelites also adopted the Babylonian lettering for their Hebrew writing. At times of devotional fervor the Jews often revived the original Hebrew lettering. Much, if not most of the Dead Sea Scrolls are written in this Hebrew lettering which is now called Paleo-Hebrew.

To sum up: there was no great national revival during the intertestamental period (there will be one at the return of Messiah, Rom. 11:26-27).  The throne of David was vacant (the Hasmoneans of the Maccabean period were not in David’s line, had no real claim to sit on his throne, were heroic warriors but poor administrators).  Gog and Magog never invaded or were defeated (they will invade in modern times in a greater fulfillment of Ezekiel 38 & 39).  The temple was not rebuilt in accordance with the plan that God gave to Ezekiel (even so, the glory of the latter house exceeded the former in that Messiah Himself came to it).  The “Prince” never came into his full authority and grandeur.  (Joshua the high priest was crowned in Zech. 6:11. There is a strong case to be made that Joshua was the Prince and the prophecy over him also had an “if clause” in Zech. 6:15).  The priesthood lapsed into gross corruption under the Hasmoneans who appointed non-Aaronite high priests; later on the Romans also appointed unqualified high priests.  The additional sacrifices commanded by Ezekiel were never instituted.  The land wasn’t divided among the Prince and his family or among the tribes of Israel as commanded in the book of Ezekiel.

The prophecy of Ezekiel contained in Ezekiel chapters 37-48 was to be implemented by a fully repentant Israel at the end of the 70 years of exile.  The fact that Israel did not fully repent is the reason that they missed their opportunity to do so.  The dispensation of Law therefore did not culminate in a glorious Israel but rather in a forlorn Israel that initially rejected Messiah and ended the age of Law in ignominious judgment.  The animal sacrifices commanded in Ezekiel’s prophecy are obsolete in this present age and will never be instituted in their literal physical form during the future 1,000 year reign of Messiah.


THE TRIBULATION TEMPLE

From 2 Thessalonians 2:4 and other New Testament passages it can be inferred  that the temple will be rebuilt in the end-times. Many people, myself included, believe that we are living in the end-times and therefore we believe the temple will be rebuilt soon. The temple that will likely soon be rebuilt is not the temple that Ezekiel described in chapters 40 to 44 of his book. In the preceding section I showed that the temple described in Ezekiel chapters 40 to 44 was supposed to be built during the time just after the Jews returned from the Babylonian captivity during the age (or dispensation) of law. That temple was not built according to the pattern given to Ezekiel because of the unbelief of the returning exiles from Babylon. The exiles did build a smaller temple and temple compound that was later enlarged by Herod the Great. 

           Now that Messiah has come and has fulfilled the Law, no stone temple or animal sacrifices are required or desired by God. The temple that will soon be rebuilt (by Jews who don’t believe in Yeshua) is therefore a false temple, a temple not authorized by God and not honored by Him.

Isaiah the prophet, who lived more than a century before either Ezekiel or Daniel, wrote in the closing chapter of his book, of a time of legalistic apostacy in Israel centered around a false temple.  What follows is a quotation of Isaiah 66:1-8 interspersed with commentary.

3. Thus says the LORD,

‘Heaven is My throne, and the earth is

                                                     my footstool.

                                 Where then is a house you could build

                                                   for Me?
                                 And where is a place that I may rest?
1. ‘For My hand made all these things,

Thus all these things came into being,’

                                              declares the LORD.
The chapter opens with a statement of the futility of man attempting to build a house for God.  This puts the fulfillment of this prophecy after the Mosaic era.  The Law of Moses had commanded the building of a tabernacle/temple but the New Covenant era temple is the heart of born-again believers as expressed in 2 Cor. 6:16-18.  “Ye are the temple of the living God” 2Cor. 6:16. The next sentence in this passage from Isaiah affirms this truth.

                        2b.
But to this one I will look,

                                To him who is humble and contrite of

                                            spirit, and who trembles at My

           word.
We are the true temple.  True believers, both Jew and Gentile are being built into God’s dwelling place (Eph. 2:20-22).

3. ‘But he who kills an ox is like one who

                                             slays a man;


                                He who sacrifices a lamb is like the

                                              one who breaks a dog’s neck;

 He who offers a grain offering is like        

                                              one who offers swine’s blood;

                                 He who burns incense is like the one

                                              who blesses an idol.

                                 As they have chosen their own ways,

                                 And their soul delights in their abomi-

                                             nations,
4. So I will choose their punishments,

                                And I will bring on them what they

                                            dread.

                                Because I called, but no one answered;

                                I spoke, but they did not listen.

                               And they did evil in My sight,

                               And chose that in which I did not de-

                                            light.’
Here we see how the Lord regards the unauthorized sacrificial system.  To offer animal sacrifices now is like killing a man or breaking a dog’s neck.  Offering an animal sacrifice is an implicit denial of the efficacy of the shed blood of Messiah.  It is to regard the blood of the New Covenant as “an unholy thing” (Hebrews 10:29) and it is to “crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame” (Hebrews 6:6).  The anti-Messiah, who comes “in his own name” (John 5:43), will come to this false temple, claim to be God, halt the blood sacrifices and persecute both Jews and Christians for 42 months (Rev. 13:5-7).

Let’s continue with the passage from Isaiah.

5. Hear the word of the LORD, you who

                                         tremble at His word:

           ‘Your brothers who hate you, who ex-   

                                         clude you for My Name’s sake,

                                Have said, ‘ Let the LORD be glorified,

                                         that we may see your joy.’

                                But they will be put to shame.
6. A voice of uproar from the city, a 

        voice from the temple,

                                The voice of the LORD who is render-

                                         ing recompense to His enemies.
In verse 5 the brothers who hate and exclude us are those Jews who have rejected Messiah and rely on animal blood to cover their sins.  The passage “Let the Lord be glorified, that we may see your joy” refers to the fact that they had mocked Yeshua as He was being crucified saying “He is the king of Israel; let Him now come down from the cross, and we shall believe in Him” (Matt. 27:42 NASB).  These are those who are “of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not but do lie” (Rev. 3:9).  They are ethnically Jewish but not circumcised in heart (Romans 2:28-29).  They will be circumcised in heart at the end of the 42 month persecution should they be elected by God’s mercy to survive (Zech. 13:8-9, Romans 11:26).

This passage in Isaiah had an early, lessor fulfillment in the first century when traditional Jews persecuted and excluded Jews who believed in Messiah.  Israel was given a 40 year grace period from 30 A.D. to 70 A.D. in which to forsake animal sacrifices and receive the grace of the atoning blood of Messiah who died for our sins.  Israel as a whole, especially her leaders, did not repent and the temple was destroyed in 70 A.D.  The parallel or greater fulfillment of Isaiah 66:5 is occurring now as the orthodox and other traditional Jews oppose Messianic Jews even to the extent of excluding them from immigrating into the land of Israel.  The greater fulfillment of Isaiah 66:6 will occur in the end of this age after Israel confirms the covenant with the anti-Messiah (i.e. confirming the Mosaic Covenant, allowing the building of the tribulation temple and resuming animal sacrifices).

We see the sad spectacle of Israel rejecting her Messiah, persecuting the few that do receive Messiah, confirming the Mosaic covenant with the anti-Messiah in order to keep the literal Law of Moses which is an offense to the shed blood of the true Messiah.  Some time (perhaps 3 ½ years) after confirming the covenant, the anti-Messiah takes his seat in the temple and claims to be God.  This is the abomination of desolation that causes the reinstituted animal sacrifices to cease.  Here’s an interesting parallel: the true Messiah rightly claimed deity and by His offering of Himself unto death fulfilled the Law and caused animal sacrifices to cease; the anti-Messiah falsely claims deity and this causes the unauthorized animal sacrifices to cease.  God then pours forth judgment on the false temple and errant Judaism and sweeps away “the refuge of lies” and annuls the “covenant with death” (Isaiah 28:17-18).  Zechariah 13:8-9 says that two thirds of the people of the land will be cut off but the remainder “will call on My name, and I will answer them; I will say, ‘They are My people,’ and they will say, ‘The LORD is my God.’” Here are the closing two verses of our passage from Isaiah.

7. Before she travailed, she brought

forth;

Before her pain came, she gave birth

to a boy.
8. Who has heard such a thing?  Who has

seen such things?

Can a land be born in one day?

Can a nation be brought forth all at

once?

As soon as Zion travailed, she also

brought forth her sons.     (NASB)

These final two verses of the passage reveal something very beautiful. Here we see Israel giving birth to sons. I think this clearly refers to the great revival in Israel when God removes the veil and all Israel shall be saved. We read of this in the book of Zechariah “And I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and of supplication, so that they will look on Me whom they have pierced; and they will mourn for Him, as one mourns for an only son . . . . In that day a fountain will be opened for the house of David and for the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for impurity” (Zechariah 12:10 and 13:1 NASB). The New Testament also prophesies of this great revival in Israel in Romans 11:25-27.

THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES

Zechariah 14:16-19 prophesies that in the coming age all of the families of the earth shall go up year by year to Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD of hosts and to celebrate the feast of tabernacles.  It is further stated that if any of the families of the earth do not go up there will be punishment on them in that they will have no rain.  Some take this as a proof text to say that the literal Law of Moses is legally binding on believers now and will also be so during the millenium.  This writer maintains that such a conclusion is not indicated by this text.

First we can safely say, as proven in the foregoing portion of this chapter, that animal blood sacrifices will not be offered in conjunction with this future celebration of the feast of Tabernacles.  The Law of Moses specifically commands animal sacrifices on the feast of Tabernacles (Nu. 29:12-38).  The animal blood sacrifices are no longer offered because they are fulfilled in Messiah who shed His blood to wash away our sins.  Further, there are no specifics listed in Zechariah 14 as to how the feast is to be kept.  The passage only indicates that it will be kept year by year in Jerusalem.  How then are we to keep the feast?  Shall it be in strict literal accord with the instructions given in Leviticus 23:39-42 and elsewhere?  We can safely say that it shall not be in accordance with the letter of Moses’ commands but rather in accordance with what the literal commands signify: the fullness of reality in Messiah.  We must keep the feast of Tabernacles in the Holy Spirit and by the Holy Spirit.

The command in Zechariah 14 that Gentiles must go up to keep the feast of Tabernacles under penalty of drought at first blush seems rather at odds with Colossians 2:16 “. . . let no one act as your judge . . . in respect to a festival” (NASB).  Zechariah 14 does threaten chastisement on those who don’t go up.  The seeming contradiction is resolved when we realize that Colossians 2:16 concerns the literal old order or Old Covenant application of the word “festival” whereas Zechariah 14 refers prophetically to keeping the feast of Tabernacles in the Spirit, in the fullness of reality in Messiah.  Colossians 2:16-17 clearly shows that the literal feasts are but a “shadow” but that the “substance” belongs to Messiah.  

            For a parallel example let’s look at the Sabbath.  There is no judgment on a Gentile or even a Jewish believer who, for instance, cuts his lawn on the Sabbath.  There is however, judgment on any believer who fails to, or refuses to enter into the fullness of spiritual reality in Messiah of which the Sabbath day is a mere shadow.  Any believer who insists on working in his or her own sweat rather than resting in Messiah and doing Messiah’s works will face chastisement.  “Now the just shall live by faith; But if he draws back, My soul has no pleasure in him” (Heb. 10:38 MJV).  Living by faith means to “serve in newness of the Spirit and not in the oldness of the letter” (Rom. 6:7 MJV).  We must keep the fulfillment reality of Sabbath.  We must also keep the fulfillment reality of feast of Tabernacles.

When Messiah comes again He will issue a command for all the nations(or representatives) to come up to Jerusalem to keep the feast of Tabernacles.  This will be a New Covenant command for a New Covenant celebration in the Holy Spirit.  The similarity as to time and place with that specified in Mosaic Law does not imply obligation to keep all of the literal Mosaic Law.  It is a case of mere overlap or points in common.  Another example is that “Thou shalt not steal” appears in Mosaic Law yet is also an apostolic command given in Ephesians 4:28 in the New Covenant scriptures.  The significance of these “overlaps” will be enlarged upon in Chapter 5.

The specifics of the celebration of the feast of Tabernacles are not given in Zechariah 14.  Mosaic Law indicates that it was celebrated after the people gathered in the fruit of the land (Lev. 23:39).  The feast of Tabernacles is also called the Feast of the Ingathering (Ex. 23:16).  In its fulfillment we can infer that it is the harvest of the nations unto saving faith in Messiah that is celebrated.  Leviticus 23:40 indicates that the ancients were to rejoice before the Lord seven days.  We can infer that in fulfillment, the observance of this feast will involve great joy in the Holy Spirit.  Will there be liturgy or ritual of any kind?  Will we live in tents in order to recall the time in which the Israelites dwelt in tents after the exodus? It is hard to speculate as to what the exact procedure will be.  Even now, before the second coming of Messiah, Christians from all nations go up to Jerusalem each year to celebrate the feast of Tabernacles, to worship the King and to bless Israel.  Perhaps this is a reason why the rains of revival and ingathering of souls have begun to shower down on the nations.  The Gentile Christians lodge in hotels not tents and celebrate the feast of Tabernacles in Spirit and in truth.

The conclusion of the matter is that the Law of Moses is still valid but only as we keep it in fulfillment reality in Messiah.  It is only in this way that we establish the Law by faith (Rom. 3:31).  

            Let me mention in passing that First Corinthians 11:26 indicates that even the Lord’s Supper (also called Communion) will be obsolete in the coming age.  Here is a literal ritual command, under the New Covenant, that will soon be obsolete.  Verse 26 says that by this ritual meal we “proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes” (NASB).  “Until” is a time word and we can infer that when He comes this ritual will no longer be necessary.  Perhaps it will be superceded by a new and deeper level of fellowship and intimacy with Messiah that a literal meal only foreshadows.  Perhaps what the Lord’s supper signifies is the receiving of Messiah’s life into our physical bodies at the resurrection.  Will people who live during the millenial reign of Messiah be free to celebrate the literal ritual called the Lord’s Supper?  Will people be baptized during the millenium?  Will there be laying on of hands during prayer for healing?  Will there be cathedrals, steeples and pews?  Whitsunday processions?  Wednesday night services?  (We won’t call the day “Wednesday” because the name “Wednesday” derives from the name of a false god!)  What about jingle bells and mistletoe?!  Some of the above are scripturally derived ordinances, some are emphatically not.  Messiah Yeshua will direct us regarding these things when we need to know.

There is a certain beauty in ritual, ceremony, celebration and social custom.  A family gathers around a table for a Passover seder.  On the Sabbath the businesses of Israel shut down and everyone takes the day off.  The prescribed prayers, the candles at Chanukah, the prayer shawls all have their value and purpose in bonding a people together in love for God and for each other.  These are customs and are not binding  commandments of God. Jewish people who believe in Yeshua can celebrate their Jewishness in this way in this age and in the age to come in freedom in Messiah or they can choose not to without condemnation.

CHAPTER FOUR

ARE GENTILES UNDER THE COMMANDS OF NOAH?

Before there was a Sinaitic Covenant, in fact long before there was a man named Moses or a man named Abraham, God made a covenant with a Gentile man named Noah. God made this covenant with Noah immediately after the flood. This covenant had a blood sacrificial system (Gen. 8:20-21) and laws (Gen. 9:1-7) and promises (Gen. 9:8-17). It was under this Noahide Covenant that Gentiles received forgiveness of sins and blessings from God. For several thousand years, from the time of Noah to the time of Messiah, this Noahide Covenant was the way by which Gentiles approached God. Balaam the prophet (Numbers chs. 22-24) was not an Israelite yet he was a prophet of God (despite his many errors) and no doubt operated under this covenant. It is true that the vast majority of Gentiles abandoned this covenant and fell into idolatry just like the majority of Israel abandoned the Abrahamic and Sinaitic Covenants and fell into idolatry. Israel was taken into captivity by the Babylonians for her idolatry (Jeremiah chs. 26-29). Tyre, Sidon, Egypt and other Gentile nations and cities were also punished by God through the Babylonians at that same time (Ezekiel chs. 25-30).

           There are some believers who teach that Jewish believers in Yeshua must keep the literal Law of Moses and that Gentiles believers must keep the literal commands given under the covenant of Noah. (I am aware that there is a movement called “Messianic Gentiles” that teaches that Gentile believers must keep the literal Law of Moses. I’m also familiar with Anglo-Israelism that teaches that Anglo-Saxon and kindred peoples are the ten lost tribes of Israel and that these people must keep the literal Law of Moses.) My concern in this chapter however, is to deal with the teaching that attempts to obligate Gentiles to keep a system of laws allegedly derived from the Noahide Covenant. One rationale for this teaching is to regard the four commands given to the Gentile churches by the Jerusalem council in Acts 15:29 as being derived from the Noahide Covenant.

            In Acts 15:29 we read of the apostolic instruction to the Gentile churches that they “abstain from meats offered to idols, and from blood, and from things strangled, and from fornication.”  Some Bible teachers maintain that the apostles, by issuing these commands, were doing so in order to put the Gentile Christians under the literal force of the Noahide Covenant commands. Some even go so far as to say that the commands of Acts 15:29 reflect the Jewish traditional understanding of the Noahide Covenant. They would say that the apostles were transmitting the Jewish traditional understanding of the Noahide Covenant.

            Jewish tradition states that there are seven basic Noahide commandments which forbid: 1. idolatry, 2. blasphemy, 3. killing, 4. stealing, 5. sexual sins, 6. the eating of a limb from a living animal and 7. the obligation to establish courts of justice.  Command number six can be interpreted as a general forbidding of cruelty to animals.  Some Jewish scholars list thirty Noahide commandments. Some of these seven commands don’t seem to have much of a correlation with what is written in Genesis chapter nine which records the establishment of the laws of the Noahide Covenant. Genesis nine explicitly prohibits eating blood and committing murder. Genesis nine also commands Noah and his descendants to be fruitful and multiply. The only real direct point of correlation with the seven commands is the prohibition of murder. Command number six which forbids eating a limb from a living animal does have some correlation with the command given under the Noahide Covenant which prohibits eating blood.

Let’s now see why the teaching that puts Gentiles under the Noahide commands is not scriptural. The Noahide Covenant was given long before Calvary and we, both Jews and Gentiles, were made to die to our obligations under this covenant when we were crucified with Messiah (Romans 7:4,6).  Covenant law does not recognize resurrection to make us again obligated under the terms of an old covenant.  We were released from all obligations to keep the literal laws given under the old Noahide Covenant and any attempt to put Gentiles or Jews back under them is legalism. We are obligated to keep only the fulfillment (not the literal sense) of the Noahide laws in Messiah as we serve in newness of the Spirit and not in oldness of the letter. All Old Testament laws are a shadow but the substance (fulfillment of the laws) is in Messiah. The blessing of the Noahide Covenant is that God would no more destroy all the earth with a flood.  God shall continue to keep this promise because the gifts and calling of God are without repentance.

We inherit all things in the New Creation in Messiah.  We are under the New Covenant.  All previous covenants made between God and man find their fulfillment in Messiah.  The commands of Noah are fulfilled in Messiah.

To teach that Jewish believers are under the commands of Moses and Gentile believers are under the commands of Noah is to regard the church not as one new man but rather as a deformed Siamese twin.  The church would, in that case, be two very different groups going in two different directions, yet joined in the center.  How different that is from what is taught in Ephesians 4:4-5 “There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism.”
In reading Genesis 9:5-6 we find that the command against murder is perhaps the most emphatically stated command that God gave to Noah.  Yet, in Acts 15:29 a prohibition against murder is conspicuously absent.  Furthermore, there is no reference to Noah or the Noahide Covenant in Acts 15.  There is, however, a reference to the fact that Moses is read in the synagogues in every city of the Gentiles.  This points us to the fact that the apostolic commands of Acts 15 have nothing to do with Noah but have everything to do with preventing believing Gentiles from being a stumbling block to unbelieving Jews who trusted in Moses’ Law.  The four commands listed in Acts 15:29 were to prohibit things that were of especially great offense to Jews.

In looking at the four commands listed in Acts 15:29 one’s first impression is that they might seem to be a bit different from what we might have expected.  Yet in this chapter a major crisis regarding the nature of justification and inclusion of Gentiles in the church is resolved by the issuance of these four commands.  Three of them have to do with the forbidding of certain foods and only one, namely the command which forbids fornication, deals with another matter.  One asks, where are the great moral precepts of the faith that are to be taught to all the nations of the Gentiles?  Where are the commands from the Sermon on the Mount and the Upper Room Discourse?  In Acts 15 there is no record of debate over these four commands or any attempt on the part of those present to include additional commands.  There seems to have been remarkable unanimity on the content of the commands.

If we pause here to consider the context of the times in which the apostles lived, we will find that these four commands are not odd at all and it will be quite evident that they have nothing to do with the Noahide Covenant.  It is very well documented by church historians that first century Pagans worshiped their gods in ceremonies involving eating meat that was sacrificed to idols, drinking blood, eating the bloody meat of strangled animals and engaging in fornication with temple prostitutes.  At the time of the apostolic council recorded in Acts 15, there were large numbers of Pagans entering the church who were accustomed to the above listed religious practices.  Most of the Pagans were genuinely converted but they were so accustomed to Pagan religious revelry that it is not surprising that some were still engaging in these practices and perhaps some were even trying to worship God in this way in the church.  We see this phenomenon even today in Africa where some genuine Christians keep flocks of goats for sacrificial purposes.  They occasionally sacrifice a goat to appease the ancestral spirits. Missionaries are obliged to specifically forbid this practice.

             The Pagan practices obviously had to be banned because not addressing them would cause two major problems.  First, Jewish nonbelievers in Yeshua who were considering becoming believers would be revolted and turned away by the sight of the Pagan practices.  Second, weak Gentile believers recently converted from paganism would be tempted to backslide into actual worship of Pagan deities.  Our God is a jealous God and will not permit this. 

With this first century paganism context in mind it is easy to understand why the apostles saw the need to specifically prohibit the common Pagan practices of the day.  Again, we see no connection with Noah or with God’s covenant with Noah.  The fact that the apostles commanded those four and no more, indicates that the teachings of Yeshua contained in the Sermon on the Mount and the Upper Room Discourse were already being taught to the Gentiles.  Plus, the Gentiles had, in Paul, a very gifted teacher of practical moral living.

The apostles were not putting Gentile believers in Yeshua under some kind of limited dietary law system.  We shall soon see, as we examine these commands one by one, that Paul, under some circumstances, permits eating things sacrificed to idols (I Cor. 8) and that blood is not a forbidden food.

EATING THINGS SACRIFICED TO IDOLS

The first of the commands prohibited eating things offered to idols.  Idolatry was and is an anathema to Jews.  The Noahide Covenant does not mention idolatry and it is hard to see how a person could connect the command against eating things sacrificed to idols with the Noahide Covenant.  The command was given because of the situation that existed in the first century church and had nothing to do with a covenant given close to three thousand years before.  The Jewish tradition that connects this command to Noah is unreliable and we are not to trust in such traditions because Titus 1:14 says: “Not giving heed to Jewish fables, and commandments of men, that turn from the truth.”
The command against eating things sacrificed to idols was not a general, sweeping prohibition to apply to all situations but had a limited application to the end that weak believers would not be offended or caused to stumble.  The eighth chapter of First Corinthians teaches that an idol is nothing and it doesn’t matter if a person eats something that was sacrificed to an idol.  In verses 10 - 13 of that chapter it is set forth that the problem with eating such things is not what it does to the eater.  Rather, it’s that a weak believer who sees the mature believer eating sacrificed meat might regard it as idolatry and be emboldened to do the same.  In I Corinthians Chapter Ten, Paul teaches about the spiritual dangers of eating things sacrificed to idols.  He warns of the demonism connected with idolatry, nevertheless he maintains the same position he affirmed in Chapter Eight which is that eating things sacrificed to idols is not, in itself, an evil or sinful thing.  (See I Cor. 10:15-33).

Paul had a very broad and generous view of the freedom of the believer.  Paul had great faith in the all-encompassing efficacy of the finished work of Messiah.  We should imitate his faith.  “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage” (Gal. 5:1).

One brother who has a strong conscience can eat something that is sacrificed to idols and regards it as just another meal.  A weak brother, seeing this and joining in the meal, might actually believe that in doing this he is worshiping the idol and the demon that the idol represents.  The weak brother is therefore committing spiritual adultery, the type of which is explained in I Cor. 10: 20 - 21.  It all has to do with what the believer really believes in his heart about eating the food.  Romans 14:14 says “I know, and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that there is nothing unclean of itself: but to him that esteemeth any thing to be unclean, to him it is unclean.”
The walk with Messiah is based on heart attitude far more than with externals.  This is heart relationship, not ritual religion.  In Revelation 2:20 we read about the church of Thyatira which had among its members people who ate things that were sacrificed to idols.  They did so with a wrong heart attitude.  It was adultery because their weak and misguided consciences caused them to regard such eating as worship of the idol.

EATING OF THINGS STRANGLED AND BLOOD

The commands listed in Acts 15:29 forbid the eating of things strangled and the eating of blood.  The prohibition against eating strangled animals was probably because strangled animals are not properly drained of blood and therefore the meat is bloody.  How awkward it would have been for the Jewish and Gentile believers in Messiah to get together for a love feast and then be served bloody meat.  Such a thing would have offended the weak consciences of the newly converted Jewish believers who were still accustomed to strict blood abstention.  

            It could also have been a stumbling block to the newly converted Gentiles who, because of their Pagan background, had certain superstitions regarding blood.  Pagans may have believed that to drink goat blood meant partaking of the life or nature of a goat.  In worshiping a goatlike idol or deity, they would drink goat blood and supposedly become like their god.  Of course, we know that blood, like any other food, is simply digested and eliminated (as Yeshua taught in Mark 7:19).  Weak Gentile converts who do not have this knowledge could be led astray in their hearts into this bizarre form of blood idolatry. (I have read about the above form of blood ritual but I can’t absolutely confirm that it was practiced in the first century. These types of blood rituals are common enough in paganism that I think it reasonable to speculate that it was practiced at that time.) 

Under the New Covenant we know that the kingdom of God is not meat and drink but is righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit (Rom. 14:17).  Yeshua Himself taught us that it is not what goes into a man that defiles a man but rather it is that which proceeds out of a man’s heart that defiles the man (Mk. 7:18-23).

Under both the Noahide and Mosaic Covenants the life of the flesh of man and beast was identified with its blood (Gen. 9:4, Lev. 17:11).  Under the old covenants people were not given the right to eat blood.  The blood, which symbolized the life, belonged to God.  The literal old covenant laws were abolished when all of the old creation died with Messiah (Eph. 2:15, Rom. 7:6).  The blood prohibition was abolished as well.

Under the New Covenant we are commanded to drink Yeshua’s blood (John 6:53-56;63, I Cor. 11:25).  We drink His blood spiritually and symbolically (John 6:63) but the effect is the same.  In drinking Yeshua’s blood we become partakers of the life of God.  Now all things belong to us.  “All things are yours” (I Cor. 3:21).  All food and all blood can be eaten by us.  Since we now drink the blood of Messiah, how then can the blood of animals be withheld from us?  Is animal blood more sacred than Yeshua’s blood?  Of course not!

Under the old animal sacrifice system, blood was sacred because it was given to Israel upon the altar to make atonement for their souls (Lev. 17:11).  To assert that animal blood is still sacred is to implicitly place one’s self under the old sacrificial system.  It is just another subtle way of denying the finished work of Messiah.

PROHIBITION OF FORNICATION

Acts 15:29 also prohibits fornication.  This was a common and very serious problem among the Gentiles of that day and perhaps even more so in our own day.  Fornication is not mentioned in connection with God’s commands to Noah, though some scholars try to derive it from the command to Noah to be fruitful and multiply.  That connection however, is tenuous at best.  Fornication is prohibited or spoken against in many places in the New Testament.  Sexual sin is never right and never can be done in good conscience.

The commands that were given by the apostles to the Gentiles in Acts 15 were given at that time for a definite purpose.  We saw in our study of First Corinthians chapters eight and ten that Paul did not regard the command against eating things sacrificed to idols as a total prohibition that was to be strictly enforced. It can be inferred that Paul regarded that command as only a safeguard to protect the consciences of weak believers.  The same can be said regarding the prohibition against eating strangled animals and blood.  The command against fornication, however, is not a matter of any equivocation. The fact that the prohibition of fornication is repeated elsewhere in the New Testament infers that its prohibition applies to all members of the church at all times.

All four of these commands are permanent.  They are all based on permanent scriptural principle.  The first three of the commands, namely the prohibition against eating things sacrificed to idols, eating blood and eating things strangled are to be followed in situations in which to relax them would offend the consciences of others.  In other words, you can eat meat sacrificed to idols in most circumstances but if you are in a foreign country where believers are weak in their conscience regarding this, you must abstain when they are in your presence.  This is the way that these commands were to be followed in apostolic times and continue to be followed in our own day.  We must discern by the guidance of the Holy Spirit when we are to abstain from the meat sacrificed to idols, etc.  The fourth command which prohibits fornication is always to be observed.  The Spirit of God never permits fornication.  

            As for the Noahide Covenant, there is no connection between it and the laws listed in Acts 15:29. None of the literal laws of the Noahide Covenant is binding on either Jewish or Gentile believers today. The Noahide Covenant law forbade murder and the law of Messiah under the New Covenant also forbids murder but this instance of legal overlap does not implicitly put us under the literal Noahide laws. A discussion of the implications of legal overlap will be discussed in the next chapter.

Before closing out this chapter on the Noahide commands, let’s look briefly at the command in Genesis 9:6 which imposes the death penalty for the crime of murder.  Based on this verse, many well meaning believers who are involved in social action advocate the imposition of the death penalty.  They say that this command was “given before Sinai” and for this reason it is binding upon all governments today.  I trust that this book has shown that the literal force of all of the old commands (even those given before Sinai) were done away when we all died with Messiah. We now live in the fullness of the spiritual reality that the old literal commands merely foreshadowed. We are in a New Order now.  It is a New Order of a greater manifestation of mercy and grace.  Even murderers must be given opportunity to repent.  We all know that many murderers have repented. I believe that in our present age of grace that people who commit murder or other heinous crimes should be sentenced to life in prison rather than executed. Some of my readers may dispute this solution or consider it arbitrary or “too Political.” I may be wrong but in my prayerful opinion murderers should be allowed to live out the rest of their natural lives in the hope that they will come to repentance.

CHAPTER FIVE

THE LAW OF MESSIAH

The Law of Moses is still operative for us in that we must fulfill it, that is, to obey it, not in letter, but by entering into the fullness of that which the letter foreshadows.  In this way, we uphold the Law (Rom. 3:31) and teach the Law.  The letter of the Law is abolished (Eph. 2:15) because we died to the Law by the body of Messiah (Rom. 7:4).  

            Some say that the law that God wrote in our hearts is the literal Law of Moses.  But since we died to that Law and it is thereby abolished, why would God write the Law of type and shadow on our hearts?  The law that is written on our hearts is not the literal Law but is the fulfillment of the Law, the reality in Messiah.  This is how we obtain righteousness by faith, not by Law.  It requires faith and illumination by the Spirit to read and apply the fulfillment of the Law that is now written on our hearts.

Romans 7:6 says that we are released from the Law of Moses.  Romans 7:6 goes on to say that we serve in newness of the Spirit and not in oldness of the letter.  The fullness of the Law, under which we must serve by the Spirit, is herein set in opposition to serving in the old literal Law. 

Some say that we are under the literal Law of Moses because Yeshua and the apostles quoted and applied parts of it to New Covenant believers.  For instance, Yeshua Himself commands us in Matthew 18:16 “But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established.”  The latter half of that verse is a direct quote from Deuteronomy 19:15.  Does this mean that we are under Deuteronomy 19:15?  Let’s look at another example.  Paul the apostle in Ephesians 6:2 quotes the fifth commandment saying, “Honor thy father and mother”.  He goes on to say that this is the first commandment with a promise and then quotes the promise.  Does this mean that we are under the fifth commandment and perhaps all ten of the ten commandments and by implication all other Old Testament laws?

To answer this, let me draw an illustration from my own experience. I lived in Florida for nine years. Now I live in New York.  Driving on a New York highway, I noticed a sign which said “Speed Limit 55".  I immediately remembered that under Florida law, 55 mph is the speed limit on Florida highways.  Now if I thought the way some people think I would have come to the conclusion that I’m still under Florida law in spite of the fact that I’m now in New York.  The fact is, however, that I’m not under Florida law, I’m under New York law.  It just so happens that Florida law and New York State law are the same on this one point.  I came out from under Florida law when I left Florida.  I left that law, every jot and every tittle, behind me when I left Florida.  Not even one aspect of that law, even laws against murder, etc., has any power over me when I’m living in New York.  Florida’s laws are similar to New York’s, not only in traffic laws, but in many areas relating to crime, etc.  Let it be clearly understood, however, that as a New York resident, I am bound by New York law, not Florida law.  I drive at 55 mph because New York law says to do so.  I don’t commit murder because New York law (and God’s law) prohibits it.  It doesn’t matter what Florida law says.

Let’s consider another illustration.  New York State has a very comprehensive fire safety code that has been a model for many other states of the Union.  Very often you’ll read in an insurance contract that the premises must conform to New York State fire code number such and such.  These contracts are written on buildings outside of New York, for instance in Florida.  This reference to New York State law in a Florida contract in no way implies that the building in Florida is under New York State jurisdiction.  The contract binds the parties under only that one aspect of New York State law and that only according to limited terms.

By the foregoing illustrations we can understand that we are released entirely from the entire Law of Moses, including the Ten Commandments, and are now under the law of Messiah.  The fact that Yeshua and Paul quoted certain commands of Moses does not diminish this truth.  We are not under Deuteronomy 19:15 but we are under Matthew 18:16 which happens to be a direct quote of Deuteronomy 19:15.  We are not under the fifth commandment (Ex. 20:12) but we are under Ephesians 6:2-3 which quotes it.  The New Covenant does prohibit lying, stealing, and so on but this doesn’t mean we are under the Ten Commandments.  We are under the law of the New Covenant.  Romans 13:8-10 says “he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law.  For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.  Love worketh no ill to his neighbor: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.”  The above verse is a clear portrayal of how the New Covenant law is a fulfillment of the Old Covenant Law.  We are not under the Ten Commandments as written in the Law of Moses, nevertheless the New Covenant law basically encompasses and expands on the moral teaching of the Ten Commandments.

Also remember that in covenant law, the terms of covenant, that is, the obligations that are binding on each party, are to be kept in their entirety and they can’t be changed.  For instance, if a man pledges to do twelve things for a man with whom he cuts a covenant and he does only eleven of them, he is said to be a covenant breaker.  The man fulfilled eleven twelfths of his obligation, yet is still a covenant breaker.  The point is this: the terms of a covenant are a unified whole, a complete package.  It is entirely inconsistent with covenant law to say that we are under part of the Law of the Sinaitic Covenant and at the same time we’re not under other aspects of the Law of the Sinaitic Covenant.  This is like someone saying “we are still under the Sinaitic Covenant but we don’t have to keep all of the terms, and some of the terms have been changed.”  The scripture directly refutes the foolishness of this argument as we read in Galatians 3:15 “Brethren, I speak in terms of human relations: even though it is only a man’s covenant, yet when it has been ratified, no one sets it aside or adds conditions to it” (NASB).  Since no one can add to or subtract from the terms and conditions of even a covenant between men, how much more true is this of a covenant between God and man!

Covenants are unchangeable.  Not even another covenant made between the same two parties can change the terms of a previously existing covenant.  Galatians 3:15-21 makes the point that the Sinaitic Covenant did not add conditions to the previously existing Abrahamic Covenant which was an unconditional promise.  The only way to nullify or abolish the terms or conditions of a covenant is to die to it and we did in fact die to the Sinaitic Covenant (Rom. 7:1-6).  We are now raised from the dead and are married to another.  We are married to Messiah; He is our law.

Some say that the Sinaitic Covenant was a suzereign covenant which was a type of covenant that could be periodically changed or updated.  In some ways the Sinaitic Covenant does resemble a suzereign covenant but there is no scriptural statement that directly supports this and no scripture states that any covenant can be changed.  In any event, we died to the Sinaitic Covenant regardless of whether or not it was a suzereign covenant.  And if we died, then we died to all the conditions of that covenant even if they are changeable.  The conditions no longer apply to us.

Let’s put an end to the schizophrenic application of the Law of Moses.  It is ridiculous to say that some laws are universal and moral, others are local, others are ceremonial and superceded, still others are modified.  The truth of the matter is that all of the Law of Moses was abolished in the death of Messiah and all of the Law was raised from the dead being gloriously fulfilled in the resurrection life of Messiah.  We fulfill the Law down to the last jot and tittle by walking in the Spirit.

Another objection is that since the New Testament law, as expressed in the Gospels and the Epistles, is not comprehensive (for instance there is no specific prohibition against incest), then we must be under the Law of Moses in these areas.  First of all, the law of the New Covenant is not written on the pages of the New Testament but is written on our hearts by God’s Holy Spirit.  Therefore it is comprehensive and it does prohibit incest.  What is written on the pages of the New Testament is not codified law in the sense of being a legal textbook.  The New Testament is the written expression of the Spirit; it is God’s love letter to the church.  Of course it must be obeyed but it must be applied by the Spirit and lived out by the Spirit.  We are instructed by the Law of Moses.  We are not in bondage to Moses but we do see the expression of God’s holiness contained in mosaic ordinances that apply to areas that the New Testament does not directly address.

The Holy Spirit is our law and this same Spirit who inspired Paul to quote from Moses also shows us God’s will as expressed through Moses that speaks to our own situation.  This does not put us under Moses but like a 55 mph speed limit that applies in other states as well as our own, we obey not because of what Moses wrote, but because of what the Spirit now commands.  

            Let’s look at another example of this principle from everyday life.  A believer has a few apple trees in his yard.  He is led by the Spirit to leave the trees unharvested on the sides of the trees that face the sidewalk so that passersby can pick apples.  This happens to agree with the Law of Moses that requires farmers to leave the corners of their field unharvested so that strangers could glean.  He allows his neighbors to glean, not because Moses commanded it, but because the Spirit of God who dwells in him commands it.

It is also apparent that the Law of Moses is itself not entirely comprehensive regarding all areas of life.  What does Moses say about modern issues such as genetic engineering, test-tube babies, pollution of the environment, oral sex and abuse of drugs?  Perhaps answers to these issues can be derived from general principles addressed by the commandments but perhaps not.  We must depend on the Spirit of God because it is the witness of the Spirit, not our carnal reasoning about commandments, that will reveal the will of God to us.

THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT

As part of the Great Commission to take the gospel to all nations, Yeshua told His disciples to teach them to observe all things that He commanded them (Mt. 28:20).  While it is beyond the scope of this book to analyze how we are to obey each and every one of the commands of Yeshua, it will be helpful to look at some of them.  This will give us insight into how the Holy Spirit applies the law of Messiah that is written on our hearts.

We will make the focus of our study that seemingly inscrutible command given by Yeshua in His Sermon on the Mount.  Yeshua said, “resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also” (Matt. 5:39).  This command is difficult to understand and apply because many take the opinion that it does not apply to us today.  It is unfortunate that this beautiful principle is so lightly regarded.  The command to turn the other cheek does apply to us today.  Always remember, however, that we live by the Spirit, not by the letter. We don’t even live by dry intellectual reasoning from the letter of what is written in the New Testament.

How does the Holy Spirit lead us to turn the other cheek?  How does the new wine of the Spirit cause us to flow in the new wineskin which is the Sermon on the Mount?  Are we to always turn the other cheek in every confrontation?  Are we always to be passive people who take abuse without resisting?  The New Testament is not a law book.  The New Covenant law is written on our hearts.  If we were to follow the command to turn the other cheek in every situation, we would be living by the letter of the law written in Matthew 5:39.  We are to live by faith and attain the righteousness which is of God by faith (Phil. 3:9).  To always blindly turn the other cheek in every situation does not require any faith.  Doing that is simple obedience to law.  “The law is not of faith” (Gal. 3:12).  It requires faith to discern the leading of the Holy Spirit in each and every situation.  The Holy Spirit is our law.  The Holy Spirit reveals to us the law of Messiah that is written on our hearts.  It takes faith to hear from the Holy Spirit and to rely on Him.

The Spirit may lead us to respond violently in a violent situation.  Someone says, “wouldn’t that break the command to turn the other cheek?”  It wouldn’t break the command because that command is not the only word that Yeshua spoke concerning violent situations.  Consider what Yeshua said in Luke 22:35-36 “When I sent you without purse, and scrip, and shoes, lacked ye any thing?  And they said, Nothing.  Then said he unto them, But now, he that hath a purse, let him take it, and likewise his scrip: and he that hath no sword, let him sell his garment, and buy one.”  The disciples had flowed in the Spirit on a previous occasion when they did not even need to take money with them on their journey.  Now they would have to take money with them and even buy swords to take with them.  They were to buy swords even if they had to sell their outer garments to do so!  These are literal swords, not spiritual swords.  One doesn’t buy the sword of the Spirit with money.  One can safely argue that they were not to bear these literal swords in vain (Ro. 13:4).  Yeshua didn’t command them to buy swords and then never allow their use.  

A good example of how to apply both the principle of pacifism and the principle of resistence is found in Acts 16.  In Acts 16:22-23 Paul “turned the other cheek” and allowed himself and Silas to be beaten even though he could have stopped it at any time by explaining that he was a Roman citizen. 

Later in Acts 16:37 Paul asserted his citizenship rights (implicitly relying on the sword of the Roman government) and demanded that the magistrates personally escort them out of the jail.  Why did Paul allow himself to be beaten?  I believe he was led by the Holy Spirit.  That resulted in his opportunity to lead the jailer and his family to salvation (Acts 16:30-34).  Why did Paul resist the injustice later on at the end of the chapter?  Perhaps the Holy Spirit led him to do so in order that the magistrates would be humiliated and come to know that the infant church of Philippi had some important friends.

Let’s compare the application of the command to turn the other cheek to how another set of commands is to be applied.  Consider what the book of Proverbs says about disciplining a child.  “Thou shalt beat him with the rod, and shalt deliver his soul from hell” (Prov. 23:14).  Now let me ask the reader: Do you beat the child every single time he disobeys?  You say “No, of course not.  Sometimes I just scold my child or just warn him or her.”  The point is this: You don’t spank your child every time and neither do you turn the other cheek every time.  In every case you use discernment and are led by the Spirit.  Also, keep in mind that “beat him with the rod” is not God’s final word on child discipline.  Ephesians 6:4 says to fathers that they must not provoke their children to wrath.  Spanking the child for every wrongdoing can provoke him to wrath.  The guiding principle is balance but proper balance is only attained when we learn to discern by the Spirit the correct response in every situation.

As a further illustration, consider how Yeshua fulfilled prophecy.  Isaiah 53:7 prophesied that Messiah would be silent before His oppressors.  Yet all of us who are familiar with the gospel record know that though Yeshua fulfilled this prophecy by being silent (Mt. 27:12-14), His silence was not total.  The scripture does say, for instance in Matthew 26:64, that Yeshua did speak to His oppressors.  He was silent in the sense that He did not verbally deny the false charges that were brought against Him.  That is what fulfilled the scripture.  The fact that Yeshua spoke a few things on other matters during this time did not mean that He fell short of fulfilling the prophecy.  In the same way, we, as followers of Messiah might not turn the other cheek in every situation but that doesn’t mean we have fallen short of obeying this command of Messiah.

Every violent confrontation is a unique situation.  The Holy Spirit will guide and empower us to be pacifistic and turn the other cheek if that is what the situation calls for.  Sometimes non-violence will be the way to defuse a violent encounter but sometimes it merely earns us disrespect.

Turning the other cheek can do a work in our own hearts as well.  I can’t think of a better way for us to humble ourselves.  Yeshua spoke the Sermon on the Mount to a Jewish audience that was accustomed to being taught that they should avenge themselves against their adversaries.  They also expected Messiah to be military leader who would lead them to violently throw off the Roman yoke.  Yeshua taught them pacifism to bring a balance.  He taught pacifism to cause His followers to humble themselves in their hearts.

Ecclesiastes 3:1 says “To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven.”  There is a time for peace and a time for war.  Let us flow in the wisdom of the Holy Spirit to discern the spiritual response.

We followers of Messiah are under the commands of Messiah which includes the Sermon on the Mount.  We must not be rigid or legalistic but we must always remember to spend time alone with God each day to cultivate a love relationship with Him and to discern His perfect will.

CONCLUSION

Many of God’s people, who love Messiah, are still in the wilderness because of legalism. All of us need to press on unto perfection by the Spirit.  The way to enter into God’s rest is by the Spirit.  Don’t be like Esau and trade your birthright for a mess of pottage.  

           Legalism is a mess of pottage.  Don’t be like Ishmael, the son of the Covenant of bondage (Gal. 4:22-25).  Be sons of promise which is to be the children of Isaac (Gal. 4:26-28).  The sons of the bond woman, those sons like Ishmael, shall not inherit the fullness of the Kingdom of God.  To be an Isaac is to cast off all bondage of legalism and enter into the freedom and blessing and power of the New Covenant. 

The Holy Spirit cries out to us now: “Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jordan . . . unto the land” and “To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation.”
In this book we have discussed Paul’s apostolic revelatory teachings regarding the Law of Moses that we died to the Law in order to serve in newness of the Spirit and not in oldness of the letter (Romans 7:6)..  We have seen Paul’s life example and Peter’s life example.   We have seen how we are to put the new wine of the Spirit, not in the old wineskin of the letter of the Old Covenant Law but in the new wineskin of the New Covenant fulfilling of the Law in Messiah. We have seen that the literal Mosaic Law will not be reinstituted in the coming millenial age. We have explored the significance of the Noahide Covenant and the absurdity of using it to bring Gentile believers into legalistic bondage. Lastly, we looked into the glorious law of Messiah which fulfills the Law of Moses as we are led by the Holy Spirit into the substance that the literal Old Testament Law only foreshadowed.

The law of Messiah is the law of liberty (James 2:12).  This is our Jubilee!  “It was for freedom that Christ set us free” (Gal. 5:1 NASB).  Let us therefore “proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto all the inhabitants thereof” (Lev. 25:10).

We have the law of Messiah written on our hearts and we have new life in the Spirit to be willing and able to keep that law.  We have power to do what we ought, not laxity to live according to lust.  We are free to live holy lives.  We are free from the literal Law and are now willing and able to keep the fulfillment of the Law and, therefore, we are free to do so.  This freedom to love God and love one another is what will reach people for Messiah.  We will love them into the kingdom.  They will see the reality of our intimate love relationship with God.  We will provoke them to jealousy.

“By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another”  (Jn. 13:35).  This love makes us all one in Him.  “That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me” (Jn. 17:21).  When we all acknowledge that the middle wall of partition is broken down and that we are one new man in Him, then we will win the world to Messiah.  For there is but “One Lord, one faith, one baptism” (Eph. 4:5).

I am confident that both Jewish and Gentile believers shall be one because Yeshua Himself prophesied: “and other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd” (Jn. 10:16).  We shall be together in one fold under one shepherd and we shall be totally free to live in His holiness and win the lost by His power.  Let us march together to gather in all the remnant of the nation of Israel until they all say “blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord” (Mt. 23:39).

Born again sons of Israel are still physical sons of Israel and shall inherit the land of Israel and all of the other promised blessings in Messiah.  Being born again does not divorce a person from his national identity.  All Israel is “beloved for the fathers’ sakes” (Rom. 11:28).

All believers must continue to reach the Jewish people by keeping the Law of Moses in a voluntary, not mandatory fashion.  We must become as Jews to reach Jews and we must become as those under Law in order to reach those under Law.  Always being careful to avoid the tendency to feel under obligation to keep the old literal Law, we must be forever vigilant to hear His voice which beckons us on to freedom in Messiah.
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